
I. CHESTER COUNTY COMMUNITY FOUNDATION  
GRANT PROPOSAL SUMMARY SHEET 

Date:  6/03/2016 
Contact Information: 
Organization Name:  Domestic Violence Center of Contact Name:  Terry Moody  
Chester County Contact Title: Dr. of Development 
Address:  P.O. Box 832, West Chester, PA 19381 Contact E-mail:  tmoody@dvccc.com  
Phone: 610-431-3546 Fax: 610-431-2462  
Website: www.dvccc.com Year Incorporated: 1985 (formed 
 1976) 
   
Has your nonprofit ever applied to the Community Foundation? Yes X         
Has your nonprofit ever received funding from the Community Foundation? Yes X      
 X Donor Advised Fund(s) ____Fund for Chester County   ____Don’t know/Not sure 
 
Field/s of Interest:  
___ Arts, Culture & Humanities ___ Environment/Animal Welfare  ___Education 
___ Health X  Human Services    ___ Religion 
       
Organization Information:  
Geographic Area Served:  All of Chester County, PA 
Describe Population Served and Annual Number of People Served:   Annually  the Domestic 
Violence Center of Chester County (DVCCC) serves over 3,000 victims of domestic violence and 
their dependent children.  Because domestic violence affects people of all cultures, economic 
levels, religions, ages, sexual orientations and educational backgrounds—the victims served by 
DVCCC are extremely diverse. 
 
Mission: The mission of the Domestic Violence Center of Chester County is to provide 
intervention, education, outreach, advocacy and programs to prevent, reduce and remedy 
domestic violence in Chester County. 
 
Proposal Summary: This proposal is to support the general operations of the agency. 
 
Annual Budget $1,884,203 __21______ # of Full-Time Equivalent Paid 
Staff 
__83__ % of budget for program expenses ___12___ # of Board Volunteers 
_11___ % of budget for administrative expenses __55____ # of Active Non-Board Volunteers 
__6____% of budget for fundraising expenses __5,000______ # of Volunteer Hours 
     100      %   total  

Top 3-5 funding sources: PA Coalition Against Domestic Violence, PA Commission on Crime & 
Delinquency,  Pew Charitable Trusts 
 
Grant Amount Requested from CCCF: $__25,000 
 



 

II. CHESTER COUNTY COMMUNITY FOUNDATION 
GRANT PROPOSAL NARRATIVE 

 
1. Organization’s history, goals, key achievements and distinctiveness  
 
History:  The Domestic Violence Center of Chester County (DVCCC), founded in 1976, is the only 
agency in Chester County providing services exclusively for victims of domestic violence and 
their children.  DVCCC began as the YWCA Women’s Resource Center (WRC), to serve as an 
information and referral service for Chester County women.  Once this service became known, 
it started receiving a flood of calls from women in situations of violence.  The directors of WRC, 
finding no organization in the area to which the victims could be referred, reorganized the 
agency as the Domestic Violence Center of Chester County, focusing on domestic violence 
intervention and prevention.  Services are provided at confidential sites and at satellite offices 
in Kennett Square, Coatesville, Oxford, and Phoenixville, PA. 
 
 Goals:   Adult Counseling--strengthen families affected by the trauma of domestic violence. 
Services are provided via 24 hour hotline, individual and group counseling.  Housing--meet basic 
needs. DVCCC has four housing programs: (1) 30 day Emergency Safe Housing; (2) 12/18 month 
Bridge Transitional Housing; (3) 18 month Independent Living Scattered Sites; (4) 24 month 
Phase IV Independent Living. These programs can house up to 100 victims and their dependent 
children at any given time.  Legal Services--strengthen families. Services include legal options 
counseling, advice and representation in Protection from Abuse cases, custody, support, 
bankruptcy, immigration and other civil matters: Children’s Programs--support children of 
victims of domestic violence. Individual and group counseling is provided, as well as homework 
help, recreational activities and liaison services to schools where the children are enrolled. 
Public Education and Training--promote social responsibility by developing a coordinated 
community response to domestic violence. We participate in events and deliver presentations 
and trainings to groups such as businesses, law enforcement, hospitals, social service agencies 
and community organizations.  A strong focus of our education is dating violence awareness 
presentations to high schools and colleges. 

Key Achievements and Distinctiveness DVCCC is distinctive in that it is the only agency in 
Chester County that provides services exclusively for victims of domestic abuse and their 
children. Major achievements include the building of “Phase IV,” a transitional housing program 
that consists of thirteen, three bedroom town home for victims of domestic violence and their 
dependent children. This project was completed in 2006. In 2014 we successfully received 
permission from the township to lengthen the stay for residents from 24 to 60 months. 

 In October, 2009 DVCCC was certified with the Pennsylvania Association of Nonprofit 
Organization (PANO) Seal of Excellence for its successful compliance with the Standards for 
Excellence program. This certification is bestowed only to the most well-managed and 
responsibly governed nonprofit organizations that have demonstrated compliance with 55 
specific Standards for Excellence based on honesty, integrity, fairness, respect, trust, 



responsibility, and accountability. On December 19, 2012 our re-certification was approved 
through December 31, 2017.  
 
Another major achievement is the implementation of the Lethality Assessment Program (LAP). 
Research conducted by Dr. Jacquelyn C. Campbell, of John Hopkins University has shown that of 
the 1,500 domestic violence related homicides a year in the United States, the police were 
previously on the scene in 50% of those homicides. However, only 4% of domestic violence 
homicide victims had ever availed themselves of services from domestic violence agencies.   In 
October 2012 the Pennsylvania Coalition Against Domestic Violence introduced a statewide 
Lethality Assessment Program commonly known as LAP.  This pilot program was based on Dr. 
Campbell’s research and the Maryland State Police Lethality Assessment Program. The program 
helps to identify victims of domestic violence who are at the greatest risk of being killed, for the 
purpose of getting them out of harm’s way, if necessary, and encouraging them to contact 
DVCCC while the police are on scene. To date the Domestic Violence Center of Chester County 
has trained and partnered with 35 county police departments to implement the LAP program 
and is actively working with the remaining 10 departments (45 in all.)  As a result, we have 
experienced a 30% increase in calls to our hotline in the past year. 
 
DVCCC’s experience in addressing homelessness and victims of domestic violence is well 
respected in our community.  CEO Dolly Wideman-Scott recently served as the Vice Chair of the 
Planning Committee for Chester County’s “Decade to Doorways: The Community Plan to 
Prevent and End Homelessness in Chester County.”  Ms. Wideman-Scott was named as one of 
the three March of Dimes Chester County Women of Achievement for 2013. This recognition is 
for her work in the area of Public Service.  DVCCC was the recipient of the 2014 Mosteller 
Community Service Award presented by the West Chester Chamber of Commerce. 

2. Funding request 
 
Key Initiatives: The initiatives for this request for general operating support are reflected in 
our mission to provide intervention, education, outreach, advocacy and programs to 
prevent, reduce and remedy domestic violence in Chester County. 

 
Specific Chester County needs and issues addressed:. Domestic violence affects all of us, 
whether we realize it or not. It is not “their problem”, it is our problem.  The latest statistics 
as reported in www.nomore.org  are stark:  one in three women and one in seven men 
experience abuse from an intimate partner or family member in their lifetimes,  and one in 
three teenagers (male and female) are victims of dating violence each year.  The abuse can 
be physical, emotional, financial, or sexual…and occurs in every segment of every 
community. That means members of our family, neighbors, friends and co-
workers…everywhere. The abuse leaves victims with limited financial resources, poor credit 
ratings and a bad work record. They suffer from low self-esteem and the effects of social 
isolation.  Risk of injury and even death is seriously compounded by attempting to 
permanently separate from an abuser. Examples of this are occurring all too frequently in 
the Chester County area: in May, 2016 a woman was stabbed to death in Phoenixville while 

http://www.nomore.org/


her children were in the house;  a college freshman from Chadds Ford was killed in 2015 by 
her boyfriend in her dorm room; young mother of 2 was killed outside of the Brandywine 
YMCA;  another  mother of three was stabbed to death by her ex-husband right outside of 
her place of work in Eagle; in East Fallowfield a woman was killed in her home by her 
longtime boyfriend and father of her teenage daughter. It is tragically clear that victims of 
domestic violence have special needs for safety and security that must be met by 
counseling, legal and housing programs for this population. 
 
A common fear among victims of domestic violence is becoming homeless. The barriers to 
victims securing affordable housing for themselves and their children can include finding 
the employment necessary to pay for housing and establishing a good credit rating to 
obtain a mortgage or lease.  These difficulties are compounded by Chester County’s well-
documented lack of moderately priced housing in good condition that is accessible by public 
transportation.  

 
Organizational Impact: General operating funds are essential for continuation of the 
agency’s services. Services provided by DVCCC are designed to help victims of domestic 
violence and their children in Chester County become safe and financially self sufficient; to 
help them process their trauma and learn to have healthy relationships, and to educate the 
community about the issue of domestic violence and availability of help for victims. 

 
Activities:  All services provided by DVCCC are free of charge and are provided on an 
ongoing basis as needed. Victims of abuse and their dependent children are given safe 
refuge at our Emergency Safe Housing.  During their stay clients are provided with the 
everyday basic needs of lodging, food, clothing, and medical and transportation assistance. 
The Transitional Housing programs are designed to give the clients a foundation so they can 
move forward in becoming self-sufficient with employment and permanent housing.  The 
Adult Counseling Department answers the 24 hour hotline and assesses immediate needs, 
i.e. safety, legal, housing, children’s services. This department also provides individual and 
group counseling, and refers clients to other agencies for services as needed (such as 
employment training, health issues, etc.) Individual safety and goal plans are prepared for 
each client. The Legal Department provides legal advice, assistance with Protection from 
Abuse petitions (PFA) and in-court representation with respect to their safety, support and 
custody needs. The Children’s Program seek to mitigate  the effects of domestic violence on 
children of survivors with  age appropriate and bilingual safety plan, individual and group 
counseling sessions focusing on coping with anger, self-esteem, trust, listening to parents, 
assertiveness; liaison with area schools to ensure the schools are aware of the children’s 
circumstances and that they are receiving all available series. DVCCC proactively seeks out 
opportunities to provide information on recognizing abusive relationships and the wide 
range of services available to victims by having a presence at community and business 
events, along with conducting programs at schools and to other service providers. 
Informational materials are provided to law enforcement and medical personnel to ensure 
proper response to domestic violence victims.  

 



Why it is important to fund this now.  At DVCCC the need for our services to victims of 
domestic violence and their dependent children continues to grow while funding, most 
notably from government sources, has declined dramatically.   

3. How impact and results will be demonstrated. While the value of saving a life is truly 
immeasurable, all Domestic Violence Center of Chester County services are measured through 
the utilization of qualitative and quantitative tools that track the duration, intensity and 
frequency of services, collection times and responsible staff.  In addition to the forms 
developed by our state-wide organization, the PA Coalition Against Domestic Violence, we 
utilize a client data tracking system called Efforts to Outcomes (ETO.)  These tools help us 
determine the victim/survivors’ level of satisfaction/success with the support and services we 
provide (qualitative), along with the type of services and number of clients (quantitative.)  This 
aids us in identifying any changes we must make in order to provide coordinated services to 
victims of domestic violence. In 2015 we implemented a TIP (Trauma Informed Practice) 
evidenced-based survey with our participants to help with evaluation. 
 
The impact our program has had is indicated through the number of clients served, and 
continuing requests for assistance from victims of domestic violence. We are also witness to 
personal success stories of victims who have come to us in desperate need of safety and  
shelter, and have since taken positive steps to becoming self-sufficient members of our 
community.   


