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The Kathleen McBratnie Memorial Fund - A Legacy for the Future
West Chester, PA - (January 25, 2005) -  Kathleen McBratnie, the well-known Director of West Chester’s Parks and Recreation Department, died suddenly in December 2003.  For over 22 years, Kathy McBratnie’s dedication, enthusiasm and community spirit created such fine countywide programs as the “Send a Kid to Camp” Fund, the Turks Head Music Festival, Super Sunday in Downtown West Chester, and the Chester County Restaurant Festival.  
The McBratnie family established the The Kathleen McBratnie Memorial Fund at the Community Foundation as a way to honor Kathy’s contributions to Chester County forever.  Kathy’s family and her numerous friends have raised funds which will be used to maintain and expand West Chester Recreation programs, and to deal with urgent situations if they arise.  In its first year, the fund awarded two scholarships to the Recreation Department’s “Send a Kid to Camp” Fund.  
Kathy’s sister, Eileen Acello,  notes thankfully, “The community has been so generous in support of Kathy’s Fund, and in memorializing her through naming a park in her honor, a tree that was planted by the Friends of Everhart Park in her memory and the West Chester Area Senior Center purchased a brick on the Heritage Park walkway engraved with her name.  I know that Kathy would be grateful for all of this community support.” 
The Fund plans to organize an annual fundraiser each fall in partnership with community groups as well as be visible throughout the year at West Chester community events. “Bringing the community together with determination and purpose was Kathy’s gift and we want to continue her legacy of love,” says Ms. Acello.
The mission of the Chester County Community Foundation is to lead, inspire and encourage all individuals and organizations to create or contribute to lasting philanthropic charitable legacies.  The Community Foundation helps more than 170 individuals, families and nonprofits who want to give something back to their community by managing their charitable giving effectively.  In the case of the Kathleen McBratnie Memorial Fund, this provides economies of scale and lets the Fund focus on its community service mission.  Contributions can be sent to the Kathleen McBratnie Memorial Fund c/o The Chester County Community Foundation, 28 West Market Street, West Chester, PA 19382, or contact the Foundation at 610-696-8211.        
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