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SPECIAL NEEDS

Children with physical disabilities shine at dance camp

It was founded by Samantha Zajac Memorial Fund, Diane Matthews School
and West Chester University’s departments of kmesmlogy, theater and dance

By DANIELLE LYNCH
Staff Writer

WEST GOSHEN — This past
summer, 12 girls and boys with
physical disabilities participated in
the second annual Shining Stars
Adapted Camp at the Diane Mat-
thews School of Dance Arts in West
Chester.

Shining Stars Adapted Camp was
founded by the Samantha Zajac Me-
morial Fund in conjunction with the
West Chester University departments
of kinesiology, theater and dance and
the Diane Matthews School.

In 2001, Samantha Zajac passed
away, according to her mother,
Carla. Samantha had a mild case of
cerebral palsy. Shortly after Sa-
mantha’s death, the Zajac family es-
tablished a fund at the Chester
County Community Foundation to

support efforts that would honor
her memory.

In 2002, the family worked with
teachers and staff at the Westtown-
Thornbury Elementary School in
the West Chester Area School Dis-
trict to build an outdoor classroom
called Sammy’s Place, according to
her mother. And two years ago, the
family started work on the dance
camp.

This past summer, 12 girls and
boys between the ages of 6 and 14
with physical disabilities attended
the camp, according to Carla Zajac.

“It’s very difficult for kids with
special needs to participate in a
typical dance class,” she said.

Dance school director Diane Mat-
thews said music and dance helps
everyone.

Tina Newman, of North Granby,
Conn.,

and formerly from West
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Chester, had her 7-year-old daugh-
ter enrolled in the dance camp.

“It’s just one of those things ... it’s
nice to have that opportunity,”
Newman said, while watching her
daughter through the door’s win-
dow. “She just likes to do what ev-
eryone else is doing,” she said.

Leigh Holman, another parent
from West Chester, said she was
surprised at how the camp engaged
her 6-year-old daughter’s creativity.

“We all had to rethink our
thoughts for dancing,” Holman
said. “It makes her excited and
proud of herself and gives her a
sense of accomplishment.”

For more information about the
dance camp or to make a dona-
tion to the Samantha Zajac Memo-
rial Fund, send an e-mail to Shin-

tngStarsADC@aol.com.

To contact staff writer Danielle
Lynch, send an email to
dlynch@dailylocal.com.

Staff photos by Larry McDevitt
Above, coaches move the wheelchairs while the children perform dance
moves at the Shining Stars Adapted Dance Camp.

At left, coaches
teach arm-
dance moves
at the camp.
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up 0 $1,200 REBATE
plus 6 months same as cash*

when you purchase any quadlifying Trane XLi system
between August 28 and October 29, 2008.

Install a new Trane heating and cooling system and
you'll be rewarded year after year with premium
comfort and lower energy bills. And, now through
October 29, 2008, you'll alsa be rewarded with up to
51,200 bock, plus no payments for six months. If you
want to add value to your home and everything you
do inside of it, it's the opportune time to buy.

Clean Air is Trane Air™

Trane CleanEffects™ air filtration removes up fo

99 .98% of the dust, pet dander, bacteria, mold and
other allergens from all the air it heats or cools. lsn't it
time you expected more from your system?

TRI-COUNTY ENERGY, INC.

610-935-7771

www.{ricountyenergy.com
15719388
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DIZZINESS / VERTIGO?

Chester County, PA - Are you tired of the room
You spinning?
constant fear of falling?

Discover a revolutionary new treatment that
is effectively treating chronic balance disorder
patients without drugs or surgery!
Balance Therapy has been clinically proven to
help chronic balance disorder patients.

To receive a free life-changing, 12 page
report describing this amazing drug and

Do you have the

N.E.W.

surgery-free therapy in detail call the 24 hour
free recorded message at 1-800-483-5072 or
go to www.stopthedizzinessreport.com You
will find out how this exciting new technology
may help you to end your dizziness forever.
N.E.W. Balance Therapy has helped thousands
and could be the miracle breakthrough that
could change your life!
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In gratitude for service to our country, Wendell August Forge
will send this limited-edition ornament to your loved one in
the Armed Forces—free of charge.

I the spirit of giving, we've created a special gift, a comunemorative ornament you

can acnd to vour [oved one serving i the Armed Forces = at no cost to you. The

the field. To take advantage of this offer, sumply visit Wendell August Forge at the
Man Street at Exton, Gve us your loved ones name and APCY (A Army Post
Otfice) or FPO (Fleet Pose Office) addres
ornament with an elegant gitt card that provades space for vour
personalized message. Limited to one reguest per famaly or friend,
Mo organtzations plese, Only 10000 orpnaments are avialable —
so stop m taday. To crsure the ornament arcives by Christinas,
this offer 1= only valid from Seprember 27 through October 11,
2008, And as the hohdas :1:|1prnul'h. wee are remnded that one
of freedom’s greatest gifts is praver. Thanks to our partners in this

effore, The Daly Lec! and The United Systems of Arkansas,
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2008 Annual Crmoment, " Skates for Christman”
Celebmting its eh Year of laue

WENDED-cAUGUST FORGE
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