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THANKS TO OUR THOUGHT LEADERS

Debbie Bookman (she/her)

Chester County Prothonotary

Cheryl Miles (she/her)

Chairwoman, Black Women of Chester County In Action

12 I Welcome
12:05 I  Topic Overview

12:25 I  Videos
12:45 I  Breakout Rooms

SCHEDULE

Karen Barsoum (she/her)

Director, Chester County Voter Services
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THANKS TO OUR PROMO PARTNERS
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• Please be mindful and respectful to all. 

• Some may have never have dealt with these topics before while 
others may have lived through traumatic experiences. 

• Please mute yourself and turn off your video during the 
TED Talk video streaming. 

• Feel free to eat your lunch while viewing the video.

• Please unmute yourself and turn on your video immediately after 
the TED Talk video streaming to encourage open dialogue. 

A FEW HOUSEKEEPING NOTES
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October 24: Last day to register

November 1: Last day to apply for mail-in ballot

November 8: Election Day

For more information about voting this November, visit
https://www.vote.pa.gov/About-Elections/Pages/Upcoming-Elections.aspx

IMPORTANT ELECTION DATES

https://www.vote.pa.gov/About-Elections/Pages/Upcoming-Elections.aspx
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https://www.census.gov/content/dam/Census/library/publications/2022/demo/p20-585.pdf

WHO’S VOTING?

https://www.census.gov/content/dam/Census/library/publications/2022/demo/p20-585.pdf
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WHY REGISTERED VOTERS DON’T VOTE
https://www.census.gov/content/dam/Census/library/publications/2022/demo/p20-585.pdf

https://www.census.gov/content/dam/Census/library/publications/2022/demo/p20-585.pdf
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VOTING FROM HOME

If voters are automatically mailed their ballots, then:

• Voter participation increases due to convenience

• Voters are able to continue working, reducing lost wages
In PA, there is no specific law that requires employers to give employees time off to vote
In 2012, $544 million in lost wages due to voters taking time off from work

• Voters will not experience discrimination or intimidation at the polling locations 

• There is more security & less interference

For more information, visit https://voteathome.org/

TRUTHS of voting at home:

• Voter fraud is extremely rare

• Ballot tracking allows voters to track 
their ballot in every stage of the process

USPS prioritizes mail-in ballots

• You may only vote once in an election 
whether in person or by mail

https://voteathome.org/
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https://circle.tufts.edu/latest-research/growing-voters-engaging-youth-they-reach-voting-age-strengthen-democracy

BARRIERS TO VOTING

https://circle.tufts.edu/latest-research/growing-voters-engaging-youth-they-reach-voting-age-strengthen-democracy
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• Voter ID Requirements
• Language Barriers
• Polling Place Closure & Consolidation
• Reduced Voting Hours
• Reduced Early Voting
• Reduced Funding for Voting Access

For more information, visit https://www.carnegie.org/our-work/article/11-barriers-voting/

BARRIERS TO VOTING

https://www.carnegie.org/our-work/article/11-barriers-voting/
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https://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2018/07/poll-prri-voter-suppression/565355/

https://www.aclu.org/facts-about-
voter-suppression-infographic

VOTING SECURITY? or SUPPRESSION?

https://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2018/07/poll-prri-voter-suppression/565355/
https://www.aclu.org/facts-about-voter-suppression-infographic
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15% percent of Black voters 
14% of Hispanic voters 

5% of white voters
had trouble finding polling places 
on Election Day

>10% of Black & Hispanic voters 
3% of white voters

missed the registration
deadline to vote in 2016

Black and Hispanic voters were 2x as likely as white voters 
to have been unable to get off of work for voting

https://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2018/07/poll-prri-voter-suppression/565355/

VOTING ACCESS

https://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2018/07/poll-prri-voter-suppression/565355/
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#OurVoiceShouldBeHeard

A non-partisan 
multimedia campaign 
to increase the participation of 
the under-represented women 
in the political process 
through voting and 
completing the census 
in Chester County, PA.

Learn more → https://www.bwcca.org/general-9

CALL TO ACTION

https://www.bwcca.org/general-9
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An Election System that Puts Voters (Not Politicians) First
By Amber McReynolds

Voting rights expert Amber McReynolds offers a proven 
alternative: a new process, already happening in parts of the 
country, that could bring accountability, transparency and
equity to the outdated and sputtering system that American 
democracy currently relies on.

VOTING RIGHTS VIDEOS

Stacy Abrams on 3 Ways Voters are Suppressed
By Stacy Abrams

Stacey Abrams discusses with Jelani Cobb three ways 
that voter suppression occurs in America:
1-registration access restrictions 
2-ballot access restrictions
3-ballot counting problems

https://www.ted.com/talks/amber_mcreynolds_an_election_system_that_puts_voters_not_politicians_first/transcript
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hkQvoJiD1bk
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VOTER SUPPRESSION IN GEORGIA
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ZOOM IN AT NOON. SPREAD THE WORD.
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Moderated in full group & breakouts
Breakouts: 30-second self-intro

Brief Intros
• Who are you? What brought you to today’s Community Conversation?
• What did you want to learn? What have you learned?

Discussion Questions
• From your perspective, what do you see as the biggest barriers to voting?
• What can we as a community do to increase voter registration, turnout & 

access?
• How do you think the voting system should be reworked?
• What would a world look like where there is total voter equality?

DISCUSSION

Debbie Bookman (she/her)

Chester County Prothonotary
Cheryl Miles (she/her)

Chairwoman, Black Women of
Chester County In Action

Karen Barsoum (she/her)

Director, Chester County Voter Services


