COMMUNITY CONVERSATIONS

Join us on Zoom to engage in a
conversation about voting rights.

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 27, 2022 AT NOON
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/., CHESTER COUNTY

@ community THANKS TO OUR THOUGHT LEADERS

FOUNDATION

SCHEDULE
Debbie Bookman (she/her) 12 | Welcome
Chester County Prothonotary 12:05 | Topic Overview

12:25 | Videos
12:45 | Breakout Rooms

Karen Barsoum (she/her)
Director, Chester County Voter Services

B Cheryl Miles (she/her)

' Chairwoman, Black Women of Chester County In Action
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€@ communty THANKS TO OUR PROMO PARTNERS

—" FOUNDATION

The Alliance for

Phoenixville HEALTH e

Community eq u ty;?

Health Foundation

STRENGTHENING COMMUNITIES

ExtonRegion

Chamber of Commerce

e
@ B CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
Southern Chester County
. e A . United Way of United Way
CHAM Sy O MMERCHE Southern Chester County of Chester COUI'lty
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@ community A FEW HOUSEKEEPING NOTES

—" FOUNDATION

 Please be mindful and respectful to all.

 Some may have never have dealt with these topics before while
others may have lived through traumatic experiences.

 Please mute yourself and turn off your video during the
TED Talk video streaming.

 Feel free to eat your lunch while viewing the video.

 Please unmute yourself and turn on your video immediately after
the TED Talk video streaming to encourage open dialogue.
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@ community |IMPORTANT ELECTION DATES

FOUNDATION

October 24: Last day to register
November 1: Last day to apply for mail-in ballot

November 8: Election Day

For more information about voting this November, visit
https://www.vote.pa.gov/About-Elections/Pages/Upcoming-Elections.aspx
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https://www.vote.pa.gov/About-Elections/Pages/Upcoming-Elections.aspx
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CHESTER COUNTY

communitty

FOUNDATION

WHO’S VOTING?

Figure 2.
Composition of American Voters by Age: Presidential Elections, 1980-2020 Figure 3.
(In percent) Compaosition of American Voters by Race and Hispanic Origin: Presidential Elections,
1980-2020
{In percent)
18-29 years old 30-44 years old . 45-64 years old . 65 years and older
White, Black, Asian, B Hispanic W other race,
; nen-Hispanic non-Hispanic non-Hispanic non-Hispanic
2020 16.5 232
2016 15.7 225 2020 71.0 uz s EEEEl- -
2012 15.4 231 2016 733 us  SEETN- =
2008 17.1 248 2012 73.7 125 EEEE- @1
2004 16.0 273 2008 76.3 121 2.“- 17
o 7.2 110 2 - 16
2000 14.3 302 oo m
- 2000 B0.7 115 5.4 —24
1996 14.9 318
s 1996 825 106 - 22
1992 17.7 331
1992 B4 6 99 — 1.7
1988 18.1 320
1388 849 sa H- 1
217
1984 302 1984 855 0o Bf- .-
1980 223 284 1980 87.6 89 =4 10
Mote: Other race, non-Hispanic includes non-Hispanic Asians from 1980-2000,
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, November 1920-2020. Source: LLS Census Bureaw, Current Populaticn Survey, November 1980- 2020
——
Table 2.
Registration and Voter Characteristics: 2020
(v) (Numbers in thousands)
5 000 000 THE INCREASE Citizen vctujg-age Registerad Voted Owver- or
’ ’ Increased minority voter turnout Charactaristic population under-
2004-2008 resulted in unprecedented ; I T |representa-
e Number|  Percent| Number| Percent| Number| Percent tion'
an increase of approximately Total couaaaivas anaw a 231,600 100.0 168,300 100.0 154,600 100.0 X
S million voters.
Age
RO v i o e s B 47,040 20.3 29,400 175 25,450 165 -39
ARG oo TSN 55,630 24.0 39,790 23.6 35,810 252 -0.9
A5to6d. ... ... 75,580 326 57.230 34.0 53,650 34.7 21
o E5andolder........ooviiiiniians 53,230 230 41,890 249 39,720 257 2.7
THE (EXPECTED) Sex
DECREASE 5.000.000 Male .. ..o.oooiiias 111,500 48.1 79,340 471 72,470 46.9 -1.3
:'"' e ppreswon, 2 2 Female. 120,100 51.9 88,970 52.9 82,150 53.1 1.3
ws in effect. an estimated 2008-2012
S million eligible voters could Race and Hispanic Origin
S White, non-Hispanic.............. | 154,800 66.9| 118,400 70.3| 109,800 71.0 4.2
ing a ballot in 2012 % 2
Black, non-Hispanic .. 28,800 12.4 19,900 118 18,090 11.% -0.7
= Asian, non-Hispanic_. ... ... .. 11,110 4.8 7061 4.2 6,603 4. -0.5
(@:F Other race, non-Hispanic 6,229 27 4,235 25 2,648 2, -0.3
' Hispanic (any race). 30,630 13.2 18,720 1.2 16,460 10.6 \ -2.6



https://www.census.gov/content/dam/Census/library/publications/2022/demo/p20-585.pdf

(& community WHY REGISTERED VOTERS DON’T VOTE

FOUNDATION

Figure 14.
Reasons for Not Voting: Presidential Elections, 2004-2020
(In percent)

Not interested, Didn't like candidates Too busy, conflicting llIness or disability
felt my vote wouldn't or campaign ideas work or school

make a difference schedule

Registration Concerns about the Out of town or Other reasons
problems COVID-19 pandemic away from home (includes don't

know and refused)

2020 13.0

2016 14.3 11.7
2012 18.9 14.0

2008 18.3 15.6

2004 211 16.3

Mote: The estimates in this figure are for registered nonvoters,
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Popuplation Survey, November 2004-2020.
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€@ &Hmitey  VOTING FROM HOME

FOUNDATION

If voters are automatically mailed their ballots, then:
* Voter participation increases due to convenience

* Voters are able to continue working, reducing lost wages
In PA, there is no specific law that requires employers to give employees time off to vote
In 2012, 5544 million in lost wages due to voters taking time off from work

* Voters will not experience discrimination or intimidation at the polling locations
* There is more security & less interference

TRUTHS of voting at home:
e Voter fraud is extremely rare

« Ballot tracking allows voters to track

their ballot in every stage of the process
USPS prioritizes mail-in ballots

* You may only vote once in an election
whether in person or by mail

For more information, visit https://voteathome.org/
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https://voteathome.org/

@ community  BARRIERS TO VOTING

“ FOUNDATION

N

Irrespective of voter registration status, young voters reported
the following barriers to vote:

52% ~ m 26%

need help discerning truth

need to rearrange their
vs. fake news

work or school schedule

" 390 25%
= 0 0
H did not know where need to arrange a ride to
B o ote the polls

0/ 0

26% 16%
need help with their need to find someone to
questions about candidates, cover their shift

ballots and polls

https://circle.tufts.edu/latest-research/growing-voters-engaging-youth-they-reach-voting-age-strengthen-democracy "
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https://circle.tufts.edu/latest-research/growing-voters-engaging-youth-they-reach-voting-age-strengthen-democracy

/., CHESTER COUNTY

@ community BARRIERS TO VOTING

—" FOUNDATION

* Voter ID Requirements

* Language Barriers

* Polling Place Closure & Consolidation
* Reduced Voting Hours

* Reduced Early Voting

* Reduced Funding for Voting Access

For more information, visit https://www.carnegie.org/our-work/article/11-barriers-voting/
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https://www.carnegie.org/our-work/article/11-barriers-voting/

@ community VOTING SECURITY? or SUPPRESSION?

—" FOUNDATION

Lg[ywv?ﬁl S AHuteﬁcuntst Abs;;tee ko

Roll Purges ® e n
VOTER SUPPRESSION == VOTERID
A~ Voter ID requirements limit the number of

Far Dstrgt \[x “;“ Pl”f m[
%
& | voters who are able to cast a ballot.

Rem iratwn\fﬂter {D-= s

Obstacles Fair Distrits

ALL VOTERS AFRICAN-AMERICAN VOTERS

Aproximately 1 In 10 Americans do not have gavernment-issued photo 1.} Approximately 1 in 4 African-Americans do not have government-issued photo 10.

O A= 0 [x= 0 2= O [x= @ [x= Q0 2= O [Xx= @ [x= 0 [x=

- O L J - -« @ () & L ]

Q= @ 2= @ 2= @ |X= @ |x=

w‘ ? F “\ ? https://www.aclu.org/facts-about-
voter-suppression-infographic

&0 L J - =) -

https://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2018/07/poll-prri-voter-suppression/565355/
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https://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2018/07/poll-prri-voter-suppression/565355/
https://www.aclu.org/facts-about-voter-suppression-infographic

© &ty  VOTING ACCESS

—" FOUNDATION

15% percent of Black voters

14% of Hispanic voters
5% of white voters |
had trouble finding polling places | 1
s POTINE P VOTE | |

on Election Day HERE

>10% of Black & Hispanic voters
3% of white voters

missed the registration

deadline to vote in 2016

Black and Hispanic voters were 2x as likely as white voters
to have been unable to get off of work for voting

https://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2018/07/poll-prri-voter-suppression/565355/
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hcommunity CALL TO ACTION

FOUNDATION

Black Women
of Chester County
IN ACTION

Calling all BIPOC Organizations, Faith Communities, Sororities,
Fraternities, Businesses and Allies!
Call to Action: Take the Challenge!

Start at Home

Work in your ‘
community Work with Others

COMMIT COMMIT COMMIT

to talking with family, to canvass or write to amplify our voices. Join

friends, and neighbors to postcards to the #0urVoiceShouldBeHeard to

make plans to cast underrepresented educate and connect with

ballots for upcoming in Chester County in underrepresented women

ELECTIONS. preparation for ELECTION about the political process.
DAY.

For more information email:
For More information email:  blackwomenofccinaction@gmail.com

laila@newpaproject.org

For more information email:
WWW.vote411.org

Learn more = https://www.bwcca.org/general-9

@ (610)696-8211 » chescocf.org

#OurVoiceShouldBeHeard

A non-partisan

multimedia campaign

to increase the participation of
the under-represented women
in the political process
through voting and

completing the census

in Chester County, PA.

"

HEE
growlng;ﬁgllgg_g}urlggpy 13


https://www.bwcca.org/general-9

@ community VOTING RIGHTS VIDEOS

——~ FOUNDATION

An Election System that Puts Voters (Not Politicians) First
By Amber McReynolds

Voting rights expert Amber McReynolds offers a proven
alternative: a new process, already happening in parts of the
country, that could bring accountability, transparency and
equity to the outdated and sputtering system that American
democracy currently relies on.

Stacy Abrams on 3 Ways Voters are Suppressed
By Stacy Abrams

Stacey Abrams discusses with Jelani Cobb three ways
that voter suppression occurs in America:
1-registration access restrictions

2-ballot access restrictions

3-ballot counting problems
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https://www.ted.com/talks/amber_mcreynolds_an_election_system_that_puts_voters_not_politicians_first/transcript
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hkQvoJiD1bk

@ community VOTER SUPPRESSION IN GEORGIA

FOUNDATION

A Short History of Georgia Voter Suppression

From 2012 to 2016, In 2020, the American Civil Liberties Union
Ceorgia has purged 15 published a report finding nearly 200,000
million voters from the voter registrations purged, primarily of

ballot rolls. young people and people of color.
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2017 ——)()] 6 ()] == 2020

L3

In 2018, then-Secretary

Since 2012, over e B & /
g of State Brian Kemp o
<Ul poliie stalled more than Inthe 2020 primary

locations ha : : :
b : \ dw,e 50,000 predominantly ele‘(:tlons. VOtm_g
REIT CHLE 6 black voter registrations. machine malfunctions

Georgia. caused long lines.
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€@ community ZOOM IN AT NOON. SPREAD THE WORD.

-~ FOUNDATION

SATIONS

NVER
MUNITY CO .
COM i

Zoom ) i
non about antrsemlt:sm.
NOON

2022 AT

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 11,

esCoCF.Ofg/eXplore

@ (610)696-8211 » chescocf.org

/Food—fof’Thought

COMMUNITY CONVERSATIONS

ObJom us on Zo'om to engage in a conversation
out confronting the painful parts of US history.

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 15,2022 AT NOON
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c@m Eﬂcs)sﬁ{ﬁ{fﬂ:lvlty DISCUSSION Moderated in full group & breakouts

=" FOUNDATION Breakouts: 30-second self-intro

Brief Intros
* Who are you? What brought you to today’s Community Conversation?
 What did you want to learn? What have you learned?

Discussion Questions

* From your perspective, what do you see as the biggest barriers to voting?

 What can we as a community do to increase voter registration, turnout &
access?

* How do you think the voting system should be reworked?

What would a world look like where there is total voter equality?

Debbie Bookman (she/her) Cheryl Miles (she/her) Karen Barsoum (she/her)

Chester County Prothonotary Chairwoman, Black Women of Director, Chester County Voter Services
Chester County In Action o
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