COMMUNITY CONVERSATIONS

Join us on Zoom to engage in a
conversation about immigration.

TUESDAY, JANUARY 17, 2023 AT NOON

Our immigration conversation is broken
-- here's how to have a better one

by Paul A. Kramer
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@ community THANKS TO OUR THOUGHT LEADERS

~ FOUNDATION

Mayra Castillo (she/her)
Coordinator of Student Diversity & Inclusion

Cecil College

SCHEDULE
Debbie Bookman (she/her) 12 | Welcome & Overview
Chester County Prothonotary 12:05 | Topic Overview

12:30 | TED Talk
12:50 | Breakout Rooms

Lindsey Sweet, Esq. (she/her)
Immigration Attorney
Sweet & Paciorek, LLC

Nancy Ayllon-Ramirez, Esq. (she/her)
Immigration Attorney
Ayllon-Ramirez Law Firm
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@ community THANKS TO OUR PROMO PARTNERS

FOUNDATION

The Alliance for

Phoenixville HEALTH o

Community eq u ty,_%s

Health Foundation

STRENGTHENING COMMUNITIES

Southern Chester County
Exton=egion

Chamber of Commerce
e

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

=l
CHESTER COUNTY LIBRARY ==

& DISTRICT CENTER =
AND HENRIETTA HANKIN BRANCH l_l.
m =

United Way of United Way
Southern Chester County Of Chester County

read. connect. discover

v
MY

@F‘ (610) 696-8211 e chescocf.org growm;ﬁnﬁgsmmpy 3



@ community A FEW HOUSEKEEPING NOTES

~ FOUNDATION

 Please be mindful and respectful to all.

 Some may have never have dealt with these topics before while
others may have lived through traumatic experiences.

 Please mute yourself and turn off your video during the
TED Talk video streaming.

* Feel free to eat your lunch while viewing the video.

e Please unmute yourself and turn on your video immediately after
the TED Talk video streaming to encourage open dialogue.
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@ community DEFINING KEY TERMS

FOUNDATION

Xenophobia - Dislike of or prejudice against people from other countries

Nativist — The policy of protecting the interests of native-born or established
inhabitants against those of immigrants

Immigrant — An individual seeking lawful permanent residence in a particular country

Global Inequality — The unequal distribution of material resources and income
across countries

Naturalization — The legal act or process by
which a non-citizen of a country may acquire
citizenship or nationality of that country

United States Immigration and

Customs Enforcement (ICE) - Federal law
enforcement agency under the Department
of Homeland Security
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\\ CHESTER COUNTY

@ community IMMIGRANT VS. REFUGEE

FOUNDATION
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What is an immigrant? What is a refugee?

“Migrants choose to move in order to “Refugees have to move if they are to save their

improve future prospects for themselves lives or preserve their freedom.”
and their families.”

* Someone who has been forced to flee
* Someone who chooses to resettle to their home country

another country

e Refugees can apply for asylum in the US,
* Immigrants can seek legal residency a process that can take years
and eventually citizenship, but that

_ e Applicants have to prove that if they
process is long and costly

return to their home country, they’ll be

* Many immigrants don’t have such injured because of their race, religion,
legal status and are subject to nationality, political affiliation, etc.
“removal” or deportation

REFUGEE
@

What's the difference between
immigrant and refugee? | CNN
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https://www.cnn.com/2014/07/15/us/immigrant-refugee-definition/index.html

@ community  U.S. IMMIGRANT POPULATION

"=/ FOUNDATION

Total immigrant population in U.S. Apr-22, 47
Million

(legal & illegal) hit 47.9 million in
September 2022 — a record high

b = Trump Presidency in American histor
== Biden Presidency y

Apr-19, 45.6
Million
&
45 -
p Covid-19 hits Biden wins
0
E Nov-20, 44.7
Million
44 - Immigration population
Mar-20, 44.3 in U.S. is now at 14.6%
Million (1in 7 people)
Aug-20, 43.8
Million
43 T T T T T T T T 1
Apr-19 Aug-19 Dec-19 Apr-20 Aug-20 Dec-20 Apr-21 Aug-21 Dec-21 Apr-22

Immigrants from Latin American countries other than Mexico account for 60% of the
increase in the foreign-born population since January 2021

o

https://cis.org/Report/ForeignBorn-Population-Hits-Nearly-48-Million-September-2022
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https://cis.org/Report/ForeignBorn-Population-Hits-Nearly-48-Million-September-2022

@ community  U.S. IMMIGRANT POPULATION

FOUNDATION

Largest Immigrant Groups in the United States | Source: USAGov

MEXICO
INDIA N 1,110,537
PHILIPPINES 1,048,080
CHINA 943,838
CUBA 911,803

DOMINICAN REPUBLIC _: 822,568

VIETNAM ' 742,568

souTH KoreA K ®: 563074
EL SALVADOR‘ 501,832

GUATEMALA I ) 3520
samaics [ 345658
canaoa [ 210267 T o
COLOMBIA 284,032 '
UNITED KINGDOM $ 263,567 -
wam (D) ) 250,752
v 256362

HONDURAS
GERMANY 203,640
NICARAGUA = 163,820

PerU [ o] 159.785

ECUADOR * 155,178
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© &ty  WHAT ABOUT IN CHESTER COUNTY? /£ @

FOUNDATION

How many people in Chester County were born in %
another country?
9.6%
The foreign-born population includes both non-citizens and naturalized citizens living in h 12:.18 oA As of 2020, 9.52% of
Chester County, Pennsylvania. It may include some Chester County residents who do not ester Lounty, '\ Chester County PA

consider themselves true immigrants, such as students and expatriates from other countries. It ident b
does not include children with immigrant parents—many of whom were born on U.S. soil. The FESI. ents were born
tiles below show a few basic statistics about Chester County that put the foreign-born outside of the country

population in context.

Foreign-Born Population: by Census Tract (2014-2018)

Nativity: Foreign-Born

By the Numbers:

Pottstown

Limerick
519-6k 49-7k Ephrata
People People Lititz

Phoenixville

New Holland
Total Population Foreign-Born Leola « "
2015-2019 Population “; e
Chester County, PA 2014-2018 ancaster = R
Chester County, PA Downingtown §
Coatesville ¥
West'Goshen
People People
' Cheste

Naturalized Citizens Non-Citizens Ne@@»
2015-2019 2015-2019 Oxford
Chester County, PA Chester County, PA

Wilmington
Percent:Foreign-Born

10 20 30

Newark

https://www.livestories.com/statistics/pennsylvania/chester-county-immigration-overview



https://www.livestories.com/statistics/pennsylvania/chester-county-immigration-overview

Debbie handles naturalizations

(G comm &NrTlvlty NATURALIZATI O N for Chester County residents

=2/ FOUNDATION

Naturalization is the process through which an Debbie Bookman, Prothonotary
immigrant can become a U.S. citizen. 201 W Market St, Suite 1425

West Chester, PA 19380
According to the Department of Homeland 610-344-6300

Security, in 2020 there were over 628,000
naturalizations granted. HOW TO BECOME A CITIZEN

Click here to learn more Determine if you are eligible
Have or obtain a green
card. If you are a
permanent resident, make
sure you meet other

USAFACTS OUR NATION, IN NUMBERS citizenship requirements,
such as language and File your USCIS Form N-400
Naturalizations granted osheit USCIS is The U.S.
Citizenship and
628,254 in 2020 Immigration Services. It
costs $640 to file an
1.2M application and $85 as a
biometrics fee. Attach a
copy of your green card
o o v $640 + $85 biometrics fee = $725 total
You will need to go fometrics tee = ota
0.8M th?#gcrk?s%a;ggwﬁr . https://www.uscis.qgov/n-400
receive a date and
06M office to get
’ fingerprinted
0.4M Attend citizenship interview
After getting
0.2M background check
: passed, you will
receive a date and
time to meet with a
° Attend oath ceremony USCIS officer for your
1520 1940 1960 1580 2000 2020 interview

If approved for your
interview, you will

) attend an oath

Explore the data and source at usafacts.org © 2019 USAFacts.org. All rights reserved. ceremony where you

will swear Iogalty to the
uU.s.

@FE (610) 696-8211 e chescocf.org


https://socialwelfare.library.vcu.edu/federal/naturalization-process-in-u-s-early-history/#:~:text=The%20first%20naturalization%20act%2C%20passed,years%20was%20eligible%20for%20citizenship
https://www.uscis.gov/n-400

@ &y BARRIERS TO NATURALIZATION

Reasons not applied for citizenship

English 31%
I -

Cost
Immigrants who want to become U.S.
Not ready citizens face many barriers, including:
for exam - 10%
Cor't ik * Lack of information about the
o . .
necessary naturalization process
Other 6% * High cost of citizenship
‘mDﬂ':* | EZ e Language barriers
QW oW
Home country I 19 ° And mUCh, mUCh more
ties

Will apply later F 19
Source: NALED Educational Fund,/ LD LFE Mational Survey, 20013
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@ community |[MMIGRATION LAW

FOUNDATION

Current U.S. immigration law is incredibly antiquated. There is a crucial need for
comprehensive immigration reform as the human costs associated with these
outdated and poorly considered immigration laws continue to mount.

* Post-9/11 has seen increased detainment and deportation of undocumented immigrants,
and increased collaboration between federal, state, and local authorities

 The DREAM Act, which provided a path to citizenship for children who arrived in the U.S. as
minors, has failed to be approved by Congress for almost 20 years

* Abused immigrant women and children have
stopped seeking legal permanent residence
status as immigration enforcement activities
have intensified — the reduced applications for
legal permanent status is driven primarily by
fear of deportation or detention

https://www.brookings.edu/opinions/outdated-immigration-laws-
increase-violence-toward-women/
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https://www.brookings.edu/opinions/outdated-immigration-laws-increase-violence-toward-women/

@5 community |IMMIGRATION LAW continued

FOUNDATION

e Our immigration laws are exceptionally harsh in ways that frequently defy
common sense.

* The notion that there is a “right way” to immigrate is just not true.

* Even if it was, our country has not always honored its own legal processes when
immigrants are doing things “the right way.”

For example, U.S. treaty obligations prohibit the government from penalizing asylum seekers
who arrive at the border without documents. But under President Trump, when Central
American asylum seekers presented themselves to U.S. Border Patrol agents at the southern
border in 2018 and 2019, as permitted by law, many were criminally prosecuted and
thousands of parents were separated from their children.

* Long-time lawful permanent residents who have contact with the criminal legal
system are often denied the chance to do things “the right way.” Criminal records,
no matter how old or how minor are often a barrier to regularizing an immigrant’s
status and remaining in the United States.

https://www.brennancenter.org/our-work/analysis-opinion/dehumanizing-work-immigration-law
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https://www.brennancenter.org/our-work/analysis-opinion/dehumanizing-work-immigration-law

/=~ CHESTER COUNTY VIDEO = OUR IMMIGRATION
(€ community

CONVERSATION IS BROKEN

Our immigration conversation is broken —
here’s how to have a better one

By Paul A. Kramer

How did the US immigration debate get to be so divisive?

In this informative talk, historian and writer Paul A. Kramer shows how an
"insider vs. outsider" framing has come to dominate the way people in the US
talk about immigration -- and suggests a set of new questions that could
reshape the conversation around whose life, rights and thriving matters.

“Nativists commit themselves to making stark distinctions between insiders and outsiders.”

“We were playing that game in part by envisioning that immigrants were outsiders, rather
than people, that are already in important ways, on the inside.”

“I want to suggest that what we have to do is one of the hardest things that any society can
do: to redraw the boundaries of who counts, of whose life, whose rights and whose thriving
matters. We need to redraw the boundaries.”
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https://www.ted.com/talks/paul_a_kramer_our_immigration_conversation_is_broken_here_s_how_to_have_a_better_one?language=en

€@ community ZOOM IN AT NOON — SPREAD THE WORD

FOUNDATION

COMMUNITY CONVERSATIONS

Join us on Zoom to engage in a conversation
about Rosa Parks and Black history.

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 14, 2023 AT NOON

DATE/TIME TOPIC

January 17th 12-1pm Immigration
-——
e e oot | (S February 14th 12-1pm Black History
myths about Black history B ‘v g
by David Ikard March 7th 12-1pm Food Access
April 18th 12-1pm Healthcare
May 16th 12-1pm Intersectionality
June 13th 12-1pm Black Wall Street

@F Register: ChesCoCF.org/explore/Food-for-Thought
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a”'@\) E:Héslrf{ﬁ’?thrTlvlty DISCUSSI ON Moderated in full group & breakouts

/ FOUNDATION Breakouts: 30-second self-intro

Brief Intros
* Who are you? What brought you to today’s Community Conversation?

* What did you want to learn? What have you learned?

Discussion Questions
« Why are we challenged by the arrival of immigrants in our country?

 How do existing policies make it harder for immigrants to defend themselves
and easier for them to be exploited?

Mayra Castillo Debbie Bookman Lindsey Sweet, Esq. Nancy Ayllon-Ramirez, Esq.
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