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THANKS TO OUR THOUGHT LEADERS

12 I Welcome & Overview
12:05 I  Topic Overview

12:30 I  TED Talk
12:50 I  Breakout Rooms

SCHEDULE

Rev. Dr. Richelle Foreman Gunter  (she/her)

Associate Minister, St. Paul’s Baptist Church of West Chester
Chair of Political Action & Religious Affairs Committees, NAACP West Chester

Fredda Maddox, Esq.  (she/her)

Sheriff of Chester County

Dr. Tracey Ray Robinson  (she/her)

Chief Diversity and Inclusion Officer, West Chester University

Reverend Dr. Lawrence E. Claiborne  (he/him)

Youth Pastor, St. Paul’s Baptist Church of West Chester
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THANKS TO OUR PROMO PARTNERS
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• Please be mindful and respectful to all. 

• Some may have never have dealt with these topics before while 
others may have lived through traumatic experiences. 

• Please mute yourself and turn off your video during the 
TED Talk video streaming. 

• Feel free to eat your lunch while viewing the video.

• Please unmute yourself and turn on your video immediately after 
the TED Talk video streaming to encourage open dialogue. 

A FEW HOUSEKEEPING NOTES



(610) 696-8211     chescocf.org 5

• White Fragility – Discomfort and defensiveness on the part of white people 
when confronted by information about racial inequality and injustice

• White Privilege – Inherent advantages possessed by white people on the 
basis of their race in a society characterized by racial inequality and injustice

• Segregation – The enforced separation of different racial groups in a country, 
community, or establishment

DEFINING KEY TERMS

• Civil Rights Movement – A nonviolent 
social and political movement and 
campaign from 1954 to 1968 in the 
U.S. to abolish legalized institutional 
racial segregation, discrimination, and 
disenfranchisement
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CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT
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Misconception: The civil rights movement and leaders such as Dr. King and
Rosa Parks had America’s support.

• The civil rights movement was not a supported cause by majority of Americans at 
the time it was happening.

• Dr. King, Rosa Parks, and other now-beloved leaders were hated by most of white 
America and labeled traitors and communists. 

• For instance, a 1961 Gallup survey revealed that only 22% of Americans supported
what the Freedom Riders were doing. 

https://www.blackexcellence.com/5-misunderstood-civil-rights-movement-facts/

CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT MISCONCEPTIONS

https://www.blackexcellence.com/5-misunderstood-civil-rights-movement-facts/
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MONTGOMERY BUS BOYCOTT

One of the most significant events of the civil rights movement was the Montgomery 
Bus Boycott, which was sparked by Rosa Parks' refusal to give up her seat on a bus in 
Montgomery, Alabama to a white person on December 1, 1955.

The boycott lasted for more than a year and resulted in a U.S. Supreme Court decision 
declaring segregation on public buses unconstitutional.

https://www.britannica.com/biography/Rosa-Parks

https://www.cbsnews.com/video/rosa-parks-civil-
rights-activism-beyond-montgomery-bus-boycott/

Parks has stated that she was not tired when she 
refused to give up her seat and that she was not the 
first person to refuse to give up their seat on the bus 
that day. Instead, Parks' decision to resist was a 
planned and intentional act of civil disobedience.

“People always say that I didn’t give up 
my seat because I was tired,” wrote Parks 
in her autobiography, “but that isn’t true. 
I was not tired physically… No, the only 
tired I was, was tired of giving in.”

https://www.britannica.com/biography/Rosa-Parks
https://www.cbsnews.com/video/rosa-parks-civil-rights-activism-beyond-montgomery-bus-boycott/
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MONTGOMERY BUS BOYCOTT
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The real story of Rosa Parks -- and why we 
need to confront myths about Black history

By David Ikard

Black history taught in US schools is often watered-down, 
riddled with inaccuracies and stripped of its context and 
rich, full-bodied historical figures. Equipped with the real 
story of Rosa Parks, professor David Ikard highlights how 
making the realities of race more benign and digestible 
harms us all -- and emphasizes the power and importance 
of historical accuracy.

"Rosa Parks was only 42 years old, she had only worked six hours that day, and she 
was a seamstress, and her feet were just fine. The only thing that she was tired of 
was she was tired of inequality. She was tired of oppression."

VIDEO – THE REAL STORY OF ROSA PARKS

https://youtu.be/ZkdJGcffe9I
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ZOOM IN AT NOON – SPREAD THE WORD
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Moderated in full group & breakouts
Breakouts: 30-second self-intro

Brief Intros

• Who are you? What brought you to today’s Community Conversation?

• What did you want to learn? What have you learned?

Discussion Questions

• How do myths and misconceptions about historical figures and events, like 
the story of Rosa Parks, impact our understanding of the past and present?

• What can we do to learn the true history of these events and people?

DISCUSSION

Rev. Dr. Richelle 
Foreman Gunter

Sheriff Fredda 
Maddox, Esq.

Dr. Tracey
Ray Robinson

Reverend Dr. Lawrence 
E. Claiborne


