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The Chester County Community Foundation pays tribute to the
incredible accomplishments of Eva Low Verplanck, Ph.D. Eva believed
passionately in the power of philanthropy to transform lives.

Eva focused her formidable brainpower and generous heart on
strengthening community leadership throughout the region. A myriad
of causes—environment, arts, culture, historic preservation, health
care, education, social justice, eliminating racism, and empowering
women—were of great concern to her.

We've asked a few Community Foundation Jordan Award winners &
Board Leaders to answer two questions:

1) How did you first become acquainted with Eva Verplanck?

2) Remarks about this remarkable woman.

Click here for our video online:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DENpAal_Kto&list=PLSJ-z00pQDepyWEOKpyfot53k9xi4NtXK&index=10



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DENpAaI_Kto&list=PLSJ-z0OpQDepyWE0Kpyfot53k9xi4NtXK&index=10

EVA LOW VERPLANCK, Ph.D.

August 25, 1924 — September 4, 2021
TRIBUTE

Board Chair, CCCF,
2004 5

@ (610) 696-8211 e chescocf.org

Karen Simmons, President/CEO, CCCF:

The first time | met Eva Verplanck was in 1997. | headed LaSalle’s
Nonprofit Center, and the Community Foundation asked me to lead
a Board of Directors workshop at Penn State Great Valley. One of the
workshop attendees came up to me at a break to discuss the
organizational life cycle theory | had explained to the class. It was
Eva. She found Org Life Cycles theory to be quite illuminating, and
she was excited to apply the construct to the various boards she
knew.

Five years later, in 2001, Eva turned up again, this time as a member
of the search committee for the CEO position at the Community
Foundation. There | was in the interview hot seat; and | stared right
at her, trying in vain to remember where | had met her before. Of
course, always at the top of her game, Eva let me know right away.




Madeleine Wing Adler, Ph.D.,
President, West Chester
University, served as Community
Foundation Board Chair 2 terms
after Eva served as Board Chair.

Upon her 2008 retirement from
West Chester, Madeleine honored
Eva by creating a Community
Foundation Legacy Fund in both
their names. These two leaders
also shared a birth day.
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During my early tenure at the Community Foundation, Eva
became the third Chair of the Board. She accomplished so much
that she was bestowed Emeritus Board status: As Eva liked to say,
“As an Emeritus board members | get to do the work, but don’t
have a vote. But that’s fine with me, as my voice still counts.”

A few years later, Madeleine Wing Adler, Ph.D., became Board
Chair and was also bestowed Emeritus status. Heading the
Community Foundation with these two stellar women as Chairs of
the Board was an honor, a privilege and a joy.

Madeleine & Eva shared not only a birthday; but also a passion
for community philanthropy; stellar leadership; wisdom; and a
bent toward action. Upon her 2006 retirement from WCU,
Madeleine created The Adler Legacy Fund Honoring Eva L.
Verplanck, Ph.D.
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A year later, in 2007 Eva was honored with
our Jordan Award, for longstanding,

widespread commitment to legacy
philanthropy.
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Chester County Community Foundation
2007 Jordan Award for Chester County Philanthropy
Longstanding, Impactful, Widespread Generosity

As | remember, Eva wrote her Jordan Award
acceptance speech on the back of an
envelope. It contained 3 lines. She knew
how to be brief, and to get on with the
business at hand.
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Eva is one of the greatest networkers | have ever
witnessed in action. Although she SAID she hated
special events, she attended Every Single One of them.
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Eva always dressed in a professional, elegant
manner; with perfect hair and well-chosen
jewelry.

EVA LOW VERPLANCK, Ph.D. >weetcharty
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Even when with our Sweet Charity cupcake.
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In 2020, macular degeneration combined with the COVID
pandemic struck Eva hard, in that it isolated her from her
greatest joys in life: seeing people of all ages and
backgrounds and immersing herself in every single detail of
the comings and goings of the charities and people she
adored.

At age 96, she could no longer ‘work a room’ at a cocktail
reception, and it pained her deeply. She couldn’t see, so she
couldn’t navigate the faces in a room, plus she very quickly
got extremely fatigued. It frustrated her greatly. Let me
repeat...she was 96. 96. Are you kidding me? At 95, Eva
Verplanck worked a room better than people half her age.
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Eva continued to be our Rock Star, agreeing
to in-person interviews so we could capture

her thoughts on legacy philanthropy &
community leadership.
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To almost the very end, Eva continued to
push herself. Here she is, supervising me
weeding her garden and insisting that | take
some of her hot pepper plants. She could
hardly see; she could hardly stand up. But she
continued to inspire me and think about the
future, to the very end.

11



D EVA LOW VERPLANCK, Ph.D.
(€ community August 25, 1924 — September 4, 2021

TRIBUTE
2014 summer w/Aaron Martin Ph.D. & Karen Simmons

X

- I
@ (v.&F 6J6- 11-cr1escocf.org

For each birthday, surprise guests appeared
to help celebrate at Eva’s birthday dinner.
Special thanks to each person who phoned
Eva on her 97% birthday...making the last call
a few weeks before Eva left this earth.
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*YWCA of Delaware; YWCA of New Castle County; YWCA of the
USA World Service Council; since 1962

eUnited Ways of Delaware (1979-1988); SE PA; and Southern
Chester County

eVisiting Nurses Association (1986-1995)

eTrustees of Color

eQuintin E. Primo Lecture Series

ePlanned Parenthood of SE PA (since 1993)

eNeighborhood Health Agencies

eKennett Area Park Authority (since 1988)

eChrist Church Christiana Hundred

eChester County Community Foundation (since 1999)
eChester Council of Home Health Agencies (1988-1990)
eBrandywine Red Clay Valley Alliance (since 1987)
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Playlist entitled “Eva Verplanck, Ph.D.”
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Visit our highlight video of Eva’s

Life Celebration, online:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DENpAal Kto&list=PLSJ-
z00pQDepyWEOKpyfot53k9xi4NtXK&index=10
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