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[bookmark: _Hlk216696171]LET FREEDOM RING 
AMERICA250 GRANT APPLICATION FORM 
CHESTER COUNTY COMMUNITY FOUNDATION  
An electronic version of this application is available at https://cccf250.org/planning/
Contact Information
Contact Person Name: Jennifer L. Green
[bookmark: Text1]Organization Name: Chester County History Center	
Address: 225 N. High Street, West Chester, PA 19380		
Phone: 610-692-4800 ext. 203	
Email: jgreen@mycchc.org
Website: www.mycchc.org	
Year Incorporated: 1893
FEIN #: 23-1371942
Note: Please attach a copy of your 501c3 letter with this request. Per IRS regulations, grants can be awarded to nonprofit charities and municipalities, but NOT individuals nor businesses.
	
Organization Field of Interest 
	X
	Arts, Culture, Heritage
	
	Environment, Animals
	
	X
	Education, Library

	
	Health & Human Services            
	
	Social Justice, Civil Rights
	
	
	Religion

	
	Municipality/Governmental
	
	If other, please describe:



	A lot
	Some
	A little
	

	X
	
	
	This inspires & engages a wide array of people in commemoration of America’s founding with our Revolutionary Declaration of Independence. 

	X
	
	
	This connects Chester County’s stories to the nation’s past, present & future.

	X
	
	
	This commemoration is truly by the people, for all people. We invite wide input & welcome all to actively participate.

	X
	
	
	This examines & fosters fundamental rights of Life, Liberty & the Pursuit of Happiness for All.

	X
	
	
	We zoom in to CCCF250 planning meetings to share information & ideas.



Amount Requested from the Community Foundation: 
	[bookmark: _Hlk206860687]
	$250
	
	$1,250
	
	$2,250
	X
	$5,250
	
	$10,250



Please BRIEFLY describe how this funding will help your programs, services, activities and/or events to celebrate and commemorate the 250th anniversary of our nation’s Declaration of Independence, and our continuing journey toward liberty and justice for all. 
What are you doing? When? Who will it impact? What difference do you aim to make? 
What will it cost overall? Who are you partnering & coordinating with?


“LET FREEDOM RING” AMERICA250 GRANT APPLICATION
Chester County History Center’s 2026 Lecture Series


During the course of 2026, the Chester County History Center will present 10 one-hour-long virtual lectures designed to “highlight how Chester County participated in our nation’s founding” and “elevate our understanding of our continuing journey to build a more perfect union,” as outlined as priorities of the Chester County Community Foundation’s 250 website. With this special lecture series devoted to the American Revolution and its aftermath, CCHC aims to illuminate lesser-known stories, enhance historical literacy, and increase civic engagement.

The benefits of holding these programs virtually include increased accessibility, expanded pool of potential speakers, the longevity of a recorded program well into the future, and ability to convert into other popular forms of multi-media:
1. Accessibility to a greater number of people than in-person programs, including those with mobility challenges, those with transportation barriers, and those who live outside of our geographic area. Holding programs virtually enormously boosts engagement and reach.
· CCHC has historically drawn 150-400 people to its virtual programs, while in-person programs typically range from 30-50 attendees.
2. Greater, and more affordable, access to notable scholars of Chester County history who would require transportation reimbursements and lodging for an in-person program. 
3. If speaker is in agreement*, these programs can be recorded and uploaded to YouTube and Vimeo to exist in perpetuity, extending their value well into the future.
4. Recorded virtual programs can be more easily captioned for a hearing-impaired or deaf audience.
5. Recorded virtual programs can be easily converted into podcast episodes for a purely audio audience and uploaded to websites like PodBean, Apple Podcasts, and Spotify.
· History-based podcasts are among the most popular genres in the medium today, as shown by The Rest is History (Apple Podcasts’ 2025 Show of the Year), Dan Carlin’s Hardcore History, and Stuff You Missed in History Class.

Impact:
This lecture series will bring the Chester County 250 into the lives and homes of up to 4,000 individuals and can serve as a marketing vehicle to promote other 250-related activities in 2026 and beyond.

While we do allow attendees to make a donation, we do not charge a fee to participate. This makes the virtual programs accessible to all, regardless of ability to pay.


Funding Request:
The Chester County History Center asks for funding support for the direct, tangible costs of hosting this lecture series. These costs include:
· Honorariums for 10 speakers: 10 x $200.00 = $2000.00
· Zoom Workplace Pro with webinar upgrade (allowing up to 500 participants per session): $860.00 (estimated based on current pricing).
· Social Media marketing advertisements: $2,390.00, or roughly $239.00 per lecture.
Estimated total project cost, including staff investment and resources: $9,450.00.
Total funding request: $5,250.00


Partnerships:
A lecture series like this provides ample opportunity for the Chester County History Center to partner with area historic sites, educational institutions, and independent researchers. CCHC has already made connections with lecturers whose topics may include:
· Arms and Ammunition of the American Revolution
· The Abolition of Slavery in Revolutionary Pennsylvania
· The pivotal role of flour mills and agriculture in feeding the Revolution
· The Loyalist Experience
· Revolutionary War Medicine
· Women’s Rights and the Patriarchal State in Revolutionary America
· Cloth and the Textile Industry in Revolutionary America
· Biographical lectures on prominent area figures who influenced, or were influenced by, the American Revolution, such as Anthony Wayne.
By providing viewers with lecture topics that resonate with them on a personal level, about a geographic area for which they care a great deal, CCHC’s Chester County 250 lecture series will bring the American Revolution home in visceral ways that will form an enduring legacy in their hearts and minds for years to come. With funding assistance from the Chester County Community Foundation, the possibilities for the impact of these programs are unlimited in reach and timeless in scope.

Please e-mail this Mini-Grant request with your 501c3 letter to  grants@chescocf.org
Let Freedom Ring Mini-Grant decisions are made on the 25th of each month.
Questions?  Contact Grants Officer Stephenie Stevens (610) 696-8211 grants@chescocf.org 
For Good. For All. Forever.  


image1.jpeg
CHESTER COUNTY
@ cemmunity
FOUNDATION

Celebrate America’s 250th Birthday!
For Good. For AlL. Forever.
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