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LET FREEDOM RING 
AMERICA250 GRANT APPLICATION FORM 
CHESTER COUNTY COMMUNITY FOUNDATION  
An electronic version of this application is available at https://cccf250.org/planning/
Contact Information
Contact Person Name: Vanessa Ross
[bookmark: Text1]Organization Name: Oxford Arts Alliance		
Address: 18 Addison Street, PO Box 313, Oxford, PA 19363		
Phone: 610-467-0301	
Email: Chairman@oxfordart.org
Website: www.oxfordart.org	
Year Incorporated: 2008
FEIN #: 26-4004347
Note: Please attach a copy of your 501c3 letter with this request. Per IRS regulations, grants can be awarded to nonprofit charities and municipalities, but NOT individuals nor businesses.
	
Organization Field of Interest 
	X
	Arts, Culture, Heritage
	
	Environment, Animals
	
	
	Education, Library

	
	Health & Human Services            
	
	Social Justice, Civil Rights
	
	
	Religion

	
	Municipality/Governmental
	
	If other, please describe:



	A lot
	Some
	A little
	

	 X
	
	
	This inspires & engages a wide array of people in commemoration of America’s founding with our Revolutionary Declaration of Independence. 

	X
	
	
	This connects Chester County’s stories to the nation’s past, present & future.

	X
	
	
	This commemoration is truly by the people, for all people. We invite wide input & welcome all to actively participate.

	X
	
	
	This examines & fosters fundamental rights of Life, Liberty & the Pursuit of Happiness for All.

	
	
	X
	We zoom in to CCCF250 planning meetings to share information & ideas.



Amount Requested from the Community Foundation: 
	[bookmark: _Hlk206860687]
	$250
	
	$1,250
	
	$2,250
	
	$5,250
	X
	$10,250



Please BRIEFLY describe how this funding will help your programs, services, activities and/or events to celebrate and commemorate the 250th anniversary of our nation’s Declaration of Independence, and our continuing journey toward liberty and justice for all. 
What are you doing? When? Who will it impact? What difference do you aim to make? 
What will it cost overall? Who are you partnering & coordinating with?

Please e-mail this Mini-Grant request with your 501c3 letter to  grants@chescocf.org
Let Freedom Ring Mini-Grant decisions are made on the 25th of each month.
Questions?  Contact Grants Officer Stephenie Stevens (610) 696-8211 grants@chescocf.org 
For Good. For All. Forever.  

The Oxford Arts Alliance Liberty Bell Project will offer a free summer camp series consisting of six individual weeklong camps, each aligned with one of the thematic areas identified in Chester County’s Heritage Tourism framework. By offering these programs at no cost, we ensure that children ages 5–17 from all backgrounds and income levels can participate in meaningful arts-based learning that connects them to the history and culture of their community. Removing financial barriers is essential in the Oxford region, which sits at the southernmost end of Chester County, a geographically distinct and culturally diverse area where families represent a wide range of socioeconomic circumstances, languages, and educational experiences.
The Oxford Arts Alliance serves more than 1,000 students annually through music education, visual arts classes, workshops, exhibitions, community partnerships, and outreach programs. According to voluntary demographic data collected at registration, approximately 40% of participating students identify as non-white, reflecting the diversity of Southern Chester County. The Oxford Area includes a substantial number of multilingual households, agricultural families, and low- to moderate-income communities, making free, high-quality educational opportunities especially impactful. This summer camp series is intentionally designed to meet the needs of this population by providing accessible, inclusive arts programming during a season when structured enrichment opportunities are limited.
Each of the six camps will explore one of the following themes:
· The Natural Landscape — landforms, waterways, plants, and wildlife
· The Cultural Landscape — farms, towns, transportation routes, and community development
· Evolving Values — freedom, rights, and the diverse beliefs of Chester County’s peoples, including the history of the Underground Railroad
· The Philadelphia Campaign — Revolutionary War events of 1777
· Iron and Steel — the county’s industrial heritage and its national influence
· Creative Expression — arts, writing, music, storytelling, and cultural identity
Students will learn through guided discussion, hands-on experimentation, and collaborative design. Throughout each weeklong camp, participants will work together to create a large-scale painted Liberty Bell artwork that visually interprets the assigned theme. This artistic process supports critical thinking, teamwork, communication, and a deeper understanding of local history. Instructors and aides will provide individualized support to ensure accessibility for diverse learners, including English-language learners and students who benefit from visual or tactile instruction.
At the conclusion of the series, all six Liberty Bells will be featured as part of the Oxford Community 250 Celebration in October. This exhibition is a collaborative, full-community initiative involving the Oxford Area Historical Association, Oxford Mainstreet, Inc., the Oxford Area Chamber of Commerce, Oxford SILO, and additional local organizations and stakeholders. Together, these partners will help create a unified, community-wide event that will feature a Liberty Bell Tour showcasing the student artwork at public sites and cultural venues.
The Liberty Bell Tour will invite residents and visitors to explore Oxford’s heritage through the eyes of its youngest artists, strengthening civic pride, fostering intergenerational dialogue, and highlighting the power of community partnership in celebrating America250.
By combining inclusive arts education with heritage interpretation, the Oxford Arts Alliance Liberty Bell Summer Camp Series directly supports the Chester County Community Foundation’s America250 vision: broad community engagement, equitable access to cultural learning, and active youth participation in commemorating our shared history. This project strengthens community identity, expands learning opportunities for children, and fosters a lasting sense of belonging and connection to Chester County’s past, present, and future.


Six Weeklong Camps – Ages 5–17


I. CAMP OVERVIEW (For All Six Themes)
Camp Name:
America250 Liberty Bell Design Camp
Duration:  5 days, 4 hours per day (20 instructional hours)
Ages: 5–17
Group Size:
· Ideal: 8–10 campers
· Maximum: 12 campers with additional aide support
Program Goal:
Each camp creates one collaborative 42" × 24" painted Liberty Bell artwork inspired by a specific heritage theme. All six completed bells will be featured in the America250 “Liberty Tour” Community Exhibition in October.


II. THE SIX CAMP THEMES + ART DIRECTION
Each camp follows the same general structure but interprets its own theme inspired by the Chester County Heritage Tourism framework.
The Natural Landscape
Landforms, waterways, plants, animals
Art Approach: Wildlife, forest textures, water forms, botanical motifs.

The Cultural Landscape
Farms, towns, transportation, community life
Art Approach: Barns, roads, silhouettes of towns, quilting patterns.

Evolving Values
Freedom, rights, evolving beliefs, Underground Railroad
Art Approach: Lanterns, quilt codes, stars, wings, hands, light symbolism.

The Philadelphia Campaign
Revolutionary War events of 1777
Art Approach: Drums, horses, flags, soldier silhouettes, star motifs.

Iron & Steel
Industrial heritage of Chester County
Art Approach: Steel beams, gears, rivets, tools, metallic textures.

Creative Expression
Arts, music, writing, storytelling
Art Approach: Instruments, color bursts, abstract shapes, movement lines.


III. FULL 5-DAY CURRICULUM (For All Camps)

DAY 1 — Inspiration, Research & Design (4 hours)
Objectives: Understand theme, brainstorm imagery, create unified design.

Activities:
1. Theme introduction (10–15 minutes)
2. Inspiration board review
3. Group brainstorming
4. Individual sketches
5. Group vote for final direction
6. Transfer outline to the 42" × 24" Liberty Bell panel

Goal: Completed rough outline on the wooden bell.

DAY 2 — Background & Base Layers (4 hours)
Objectives: Build foundational colors and main layout.

Activities:
1. Background painting
2. Block-in shapes
3. Light and shadow planning
4. Assign team roles

Goal: Base layer completed.

DAY 3 — Mid-Level Detailing (4 hours)
Objectives: Define theme through detail and color.

Activities:
1. Add shading and highlights
2. Add theme-specific symbols
3. Integrate pattern or personal touches

Goal: Artwork becomes cohesive and recognizable.

DAY 4 — Fine Details & Enhancements (4 hours)
Objectives: Refine and polish the artwork.

Activities:
1. Linework
2. Metallic or fine detailing
3. Texture enhancements
4. Clean edges and refinement

Goal: Artwork is 90% complete.


DAY 5 — Finishing, Sealant & Showcase (4 hours)
Objectives: Complete and celebrate the artwork.

Activities:
1. Final detail painting
2. Student signatures
3. Apply acrylic sealant
4. Group photo
5. Mini “gallery walk” for families

Goal: Liberty Bell artwork finished and display-ready.


IV. MATERIALS LIST (Per Camp)
Surface
· 42" × 24" wooden Liberty Bell panel (pre-cut, primed)
Paints
· Acrylic paints (wide color range)
· Metallics (silver, bronze)
Brushes
· Round, flat, and detail brushes
· Foam brushes
Drawing Supplies
· Pencils, erasers
· Printed references
· Projector (optional)
Other Tools
· Palettes
· Water cups
· Towels
· Drop cloths
· Painter’s tape
· Aprons
· Clear acrylic sealant
Display Hardware
· Post and mounting brackets
· Printed theme description label

MATERIALS COST:
$175 per camp  
Wood Bell Cost per Camp: $343.68


V. STAFFING & PAY RATES (Updated)
Staffing Structure
· Lead Instructor: Teaching artist
· Aide: Student or young adult assistant
Pay Rates
· Lead Instructor: $35/hour × 20 hrs = $700 per camp
· Aide: $15/hour × 20 hrs = $300 per camp
Total Staffing per Camp:  $1,000


VI. FULL COST OVERVIEW (Updated for All Six Camps)
	Category
	Per Camp
	Total (6 Camps)

	Liberty Bell Panels
	$343.68
	$2,062.08

	Art Materials
	$175.00
	$1,050.00

	Lead Instructor
	$700.00
	$4,200.00

	Aide
	$300.00
	$1,800.00

	Operating Costs
	$189.65
	$1,137.92

	TOTAL
	$1,708.33
	$10,250.00




VII. SUMMARY OF THEMES
	Theme
	Focus
	Artistic Style

	Natural Landscape
	Wildlife, water, terrain
	Gentle textures, vines, organic forms

	Cultural Landscape
	Towns, farms, roads
	Geometric lines, barns, fields

	Evolving Values
	Freedom, rights
	Symbolic imagery, light rays

	Philadelphia Campaign
	Rev War history
	Maps, stars, silhouettes

	Iron & Steel
	Industry
	Metallic textures, gears

	Creative Expression
	Arts & music
	Bright colors, abstract movement
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