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Contact Person: Marsha London, Toni Barber | Hayti Historical Society
Organizations: Hayti Historical Society of Coatesville | Rod, Reel & Rifle Club of Chester County
Address: P.O. Box 544, Coatesville, PA 19320-0544
Phone: (610) 384-6131
Email: HaytiHHS@gmail.com
Website: https://www.haytihistoricalsociety.org/
Year Incorporated: 2019
FEIN #:

Field of Interest
· Arts, Culture, Heritage
· Education
· Social Justice, Civil Rights
This project contributes to:
· Inspiring and engaging a wide array of people
· Connecting Chester County’s African American history to America’s narrative
· Ensuring community ownership of the commemoration
· Examining Liberty & Happiness through the lens of Hayti’s story
· 250 planning
What are you doing?
The Hayti Historical Society, in partnership with the Rod, Reel & Rifle Club of Chester County, will host: “Freedom, Land & Legacy: The Story of Hayti and Chester County”
—a heritage celebration connecting Hayti’s 19th–20th century African American community to themes of independence, self-determination, and the pursuit of happiness.
Activities include:
· Heritage Tour of Hayti
Highlighting churches, family homes, early Black landowners, and civic leaders.
· Elders Oral History
Long-time Hayti residents share family stories of community, migration, resilience, and freedom.
· Hayti Youth Declarations Workshop
Students create their own “Declarations of Freedom Today.”
· Community Gathering with Rod & Reel Club
Featuring food, culture, drumming, fishing demonstrations, and intergroup connection.
· Bell Ringing Ceremony
Uniting rural and historic Black Coatesville communities in a shared moment of remembrance.
Date: TBD, 2026
Locations:
· Hayti neighborhood, Coatesville
· Rod, Reel & Rifle Club of Chester County Coatesville
Who will it impact?
· 150–200 community members
· Hayti elders and their families
· Youth participants from local schools
· Cross-racial, cross-community dialogue participants
What difference will it make?
· Preserves and uplifts Hayti’s rich African American history
· Builds unity between long-standing Black communities and neighboring rural groups
· Creates a multigenerational storytelling archive
· Encourages civic pride and cultural identity
· Advances community healing and connectedness
What will it cost?
Total Cost: $7,800
Mini-Grant Request: $5,250
Additional Support: Rod & Reel, volunteers, cooks, donated equipment
Partnerships
· Rod, Reel & Rifle Club of Chester County
· Hayti residents, elders, and families
· Local cultural historians
· Area youth groups and school organizations
