NAACP COATESVILLE AREA BRANCH + Coatesville VA Medical Center
LET FREEDOM RING MINI-GRANT

Contact Person Name: Shadell Quinones, NAACP Coatesville Area Branch 
Organization Name: NAACP Coatesville Area Branch #2257
Address: PO Box 668, Coatesville, PA 19320
Phone: (978) 484-2257
Email: info@chesconaacp.org
Website: www.chesconaacp.org
Year Incorporated: 1938
FEIN #:


Organization Field of Interest
· Arts, Culture, Heritage
· Social Justice, Civil Rights
· Municipality/Government (Partnership with VA)
· Education, Civic Engagement
This project contributes to:
· Inspiring and engaging a wide array of people in reflection on the Declaration of Independence
· Connecting Chester County’s stories to America’s past, present & future
· Ensuring a commemoration by the people and for all people
· Examining today’s meaning of Life, Liberty & the Pursuit of Happiness
· Contributing to 250 planning and idea sharing
What are you doing?
The NAACP Coatesville Area Branch, in partnership with the Coatesville VA Medical Center, will host a county-wide “Let Freedom Ring—Honoring Veterans & Voices of Freedom” celebration. The event centers on veterans, civic participation, and the evolving meaning of liberty and democracy. Activities can include:
· Veterans Oral History & Storytelling Circle
Veterans share lived experiences of service, citizenship, and defending freedom.
· Intergenerational Liberty Dialogues
Students and veterans write and share their own modern-day “Declarations,” exploring what freedom means in 2026.
· Ceremonial Bell Ringing
To join national A250 commemorations.
· Color Guard & Musical Tribute
Featuring local choirs and youth musicians.
Who will it impact?
· 200–300 veterans and military families
· Youth from Coatesville Area School District and local programs
· Black, Latino, and low-income Coatesville residents
· Intergenerational community participants
· Historically underrepresented voices in civic life

What difference will it make?
· Elevates veterans as protectors of freedom
· Reconnects community with civic identity, democracy, and the Declaration
· Centers the role of African Americans and minorities in America’s ongoing quest for liberty and justice
· Builds multigenerational relationships and understanding
· Strengthens partnership between NAACP and the VA around civic engagement

What will it cost overall?
Total Project Budget: $14,850
Mini-Grant Request: $10,250
Other Support: VA logistics support, in-kind food & space, volunteer staffing

Partners & Coordinating Organizations
· Coatesville VA Medical Center
· Coatesville NAACP Branch #2257
· Coatesville Area School District JROTC
· Local veterans service organizations
· Community storytellers & historians

