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Contact Person: Gwendolyn Ruth Dickinson | Wm. Chester Ruth Legacy Project
Organization: Wm. Chester Ruth Legacy Project
Address: 112 Airport Road, #367, Coatesville, PA  19320
Phone:
Email: wcruthlegacy@gmail.com
Website: https://www.wcruthlegacy.org/
Year Incorporated:
FEIN #:

Field of Interest
· Education & STEAM
· Arts, Culture, Heritage
· Social Justice, Civil Rights
Date: TBD, 2026 (Youth innovation & civic identity workshops)
Time: Various
Location: Various
Additional Sites: Bridge Academy, Coatesville Youth Initiative, Coatesville Kids to College
How will funding help?
The Wm. Chester Ruth Legacy Project will host a youth-centered “Declare Your Future: Innovation, Freedom & the Ruth Legacy” events. Rooted in Ruth’s story as a Black inventor, engineer, and civic leader, youth will explore themes of identity, agency, justice, and independence.
Funding supports materials, facilitators, and cross-site transportation.
Activities include:
· STEAM + History Innovation Lab
Students design small engineering projects inspired by Ruth’s inventions.
· Youth Declarations Writing Circle
Participants craft their own declarations about the future they want for themselves, their communities, and the nation.
· Inter-Site Youth Reading
Students from Bridge Academy, CYI, Parkesburg Point, and CK2C share their declarations and participate in a collective reading.
· Exhibit & Showcase
Featuring youth projects, artwork, and spoken word.

Who will it impact?
· 120–180 young people from diverse backgrounds
· Middle & high school students from partner youth organizations
· Parents, families, and community members
· Youth who may not have prior civic engagement experience

What difference will it make?
· Builds civic identity among youth
· Connects local Black innovation history to present-day leadership
· Promotes STEAM skills, creativity, and critical thinking
· Celebrates youth voices in the America250 moment
· Strengthens collaboration among major youth-serving organizations in Coatesville

Overall Cost
Total Cost: $10,200
(2) Mini-Grant Requests: $7,500 total
Additional Funding: In-kind support from partners, program materials, space, volunteers

Coordination & Partnerships
· Bridge Academy & Community Center
· Coatesville Youth Initiative
· Parkesburg Point
· Coatesville Kids to College
· Community historians and teaching artists
