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LET FREEDOM RING 
AMERICA250 GRANT APPLICATION FORM 
CHESTER COUNTY COMMUNITY FOUNDATION  
An electronic version of this application is available at https://cccf250.org/planning/
Contact Information
Contact Person Name: Kim Milane-Sauro
[bookmark: Text1]Organization Name: West Caln Township	
Address: 721 West Kings Highway, Wagontown, PA 19376		
Phone: 610-384-5643	
Email: ksauro@westcaln.org
Website: https://www.westcaln.org/	
Year Incorporated: 1728
FEIN #: 23-6000572
Note: Please attach a copy of your 501c3 letter with this request. Per IRS regulations, grants can be awarded to nonprofit charities and municipalities, but NOT individuals nor businesses.
	
Organization Field of Interest 
	
	Arts, Culture, Heritage
	
	Environment, Animals
	
	
	Education, Library

	
	Health & Human Services            
	
	Social Justice, Civil Rights
	
	
	Religion

	X
	Municipality/Governmental
	
	If other, please describe:



	A lot
	Some
	A little
	

	X
	
	
	This inspires & engages a wide array of people in commemoration of America’s founding with our Revolutionary Declaration of Independence. 

	X
	
	
	This connects Chester County’s stories to the nation’s past, present & future.

	X
	
	
	This commemoration is truly by the people, for all people. We invite wide input & welcome all to actively participate.

	X
	
	
	This examines & fosters fundamental rights of Life, Liberty & the Pursuit of Happiness for All.

	
	
	X
	We zoom in to CCCF250 planning meetings to share information & ideas.



Amount Requested from the Community Foundation: 
	[bookmark: _Hlk206860687]
	$250
	
	$1,250
	
	$2,250
	X
	$5,250
	
	$10,250



Please BRIEFLY describe how this funding will help your programs, services, activities and/or events to celebrate and commemorate the 250th anniversary of our nation’s Declaration of Independence, and our continuing journey toward liberty and justice for all. 
What are you doing? When? Who will it impact? What difference do you aim to make? 
What will it cost overall? Who are you partnering & coordinating with?
To commemorate the United States’ 250th anniversary of independence, West Caln Township will host a series of historical speaker events culminating in a Fourth of July celebration at Layton Park. The series will highlight topics ranging from the Revolutionary War’s causes and key figures to foundational themes that have defined the country’s continual fight to attain freedom for all, including abolitionist, women’s suffrage, and civil rights movements. Each event from March through June will feature readings from historical texts as well as discussions on the topics’ relevance to today. The final event will take place on July 4, 2026 at Layton Park as a full-day celebration with music, historical reenactments and presentations, children’s activities, and a public reading of the Declaration of Independence by a student from nearby Kings Highway School. 

The speaker series and Fourth of July celebration will be open to all, aiming to unite residents and visitors across generations and backgrounds to learn and celebrate a shared history. The speaker series will increase public awareness of key moments in American history while highlighting how national events intersect with local experiences. The Township is partnering with the Coatesville School District and encouraging active student participation in the event to increase historical and civic awareness as well as promote community engagement among young residents. The final event at Layton Park will serve as a culmination of the series, with activities and celebrations curated to create a universal, celebratory experience. 

West Caln aims to educate and engage the community in the 250th anniversary of American independence. By offering six speaker events leading up to a Fourth of July celebration, the Township hopes to create opportunities for residents to connect with the past, encourage civic participation, and instill a celebratory atmosphere. Furthermore, this project will deepen public understanding of American history through accurate, accessible content. By tying speaker topics to local relevance and inviting student participation, West Caln aspires to combat the trending decline in civic and U.S. history proficiency among students, according to the National Assessment of Education Progress (NAEP). 

Through its speaker series and Fourth of July celebration, West Caln also addresses the demonstrated need for community-based civic education and cultural programming within the area. According to the 2023 Chester County Quality of Life Survey, implemented by the Chester County Planning Commission, residents ranked community events and historical and cultural preservation among key priorities for local investment. Additionally, the survey revealed residents desire for more opportunities for youth engagement and intergenerational learning, both of which are central to the Township’s speaker series and Fourth of July celebration. 

In total, the speaker series and Fourth of July celebration will cost $7,300. This amount covers $3,750 for contracted services, including equipment rental, speaker honoraria, and accessibility services, $2,160 for supplies and materials, such as refreshments for events, tent, table, and chair rentals, bottled water, signage, first aid supplies, and participant giveaways, $750 for educational and promotional printed materials, and $640 for miscellaneous expenses, including student context prizes and event insurance.   

West Caln Township is collaborating with several community organizations to ensure the success of the speaker series and Fourth of July celebration. The Township is working with its Historical Commission to curate historically accurate content and connect residents to the area’s role in American history. The Historical Commission will assist with speaker recommendations and education materials. West Caln Township is also partnering with the Coatesville Area School District to engage students through classroom programs and opportunities to participate at the Fourth of July celebration. Additionally, 
the Township is coordinating with veterans’ organizations, including the local VFW and American Legion chapters, who will support event logistics and participate in the Fourth of July celebration. The West Caln Parks and Recreation and Public Works departments will oversee event setup, accessibility, and volunteer coordination, while working with event presenters, contracted service providers, and public safety officials. Lastly, the Township will reach out to small businesses, inviting them to set up food and activity stations for the Fourth of July celebration. 



Please e-mail this Mini-Grant request with your 501c3 letter to  grants@chescocf.org
Let Freedom Ring Mini-Grant decisions are made on the 25th of each month.
Questions?  Contact Grants Officer Stephenie Stevens (610) 696-8211 grants@chescocf.org 
For Good. For All. Forever.  
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Celebrate America’s 250th Birthday!
For Good. For AlL. Forever.




image2.png




