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LET FREEDOM RING ​
AMERICA250 GRANT APPLICATION FORM ​

CHESTER COUNTY COMMUNITY FOUNDATION  ​
An electronic version of this application is available at https://cccf250.org/planning/ 

Contact Information 
Contact Person Name: James Looney 
Organization Name: Chester County Pops Orchestra (DBA Chesco Pops)​  
Address: P.O. Box 2468, West Chester, PA 19380​ ​  
Phone: 610-594-9178​  
Email: jloon36@gmail.com 
Website: https://chescopops.org​  
Year Incorporated: 2005 
FEIN #: 20-2515353 
Note: Please attach a copy of your 501c3 letter with this request. Per IRS regulations, grants can be awarded to nonprofit charities and 
municipalities, but NOT individuals nor businesses. 
​  

Organization Field of Interest  
X Arts, Culture, Heritage  Environment, Animals   Education, Library 
 Health & Human Services        Social Justice, Civil Rights   Religion 

 Municipality/Governmental  If other, please describe: 
 

A lot Some A little  
X   This inspires & engages a wide array of people in commemoration of America’s founding with 

our Revolutionary Declaration of Independence.  
X   This connects Chester County’s stories to the nation’s past, present & future. 
X   This commemoration is truly by the people, for all people. We invite wide input & welcome all 

to actively participate. 
X   This examines & fosters fundamental rights of Life, Liberty & the Pursuit of Happiness for All. 
   We zoom in to CCCF250 planning meetings to share information & ideas. 

 

Amount Requested from the Community Foundation:  
 $250  $1,250  $2,250  $5,250 X $10,250 

 

Please BRIEFLY describe how this funding will help your programs, services, activities and/or events to 
celebrate and commemorate the 250th anniversary of our nation’s Declaration of Independence, and 
our continuing journey toward liberty and justice for all.  

What are you doing? When? Who will it impact? What difference do you aim to make? ​
What will it cost overall? Who are you partnering & coordinating with? 

 
Please e-mail this Mini-Grant request with your 501c3 letter to  grants@chescocf.org 

Let Freedom Ring Mini-Grant decisions are made on the 25th of each month. 

Questions?  Contact Grants Officer Stephenie Stevens (610) 696-8211 grants@chescocf.org  

For Good. For All. Forever.   
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Chesco Pops 

Grant Proposal 
 

The Chesco Pops is pleased to submit this request to Chester County Community Foundation for a Let 
Freedom Ring grant to support its 2026 summer’s concert series, Ellis Island: The Dream of America. 
 
Organization Overview 
In 2005 the Chester County Pops Orchestra was founded with the mission “To provide the citizens of 
Chester County (PA) and beyond with the musical, cultural, educational, and entertainment benefits that 
derive from a resident pops orchestra.” Today, the orchestra is known as the “Chesco Pops” and consists 
of 65 musicians who perform pops, jazz, and light classical repertoire. As the goals and objectives of the 
organization are grounded in community values. Children’s tickets are always free, and seniors are 
encouraged to attend via group sale rates for retirement communities. On average, the Chesco Pops 
performs for 1,600 audience members per year. 
 

America250 Program 
The Chesco Pops presents four concert series per year, highlighting various holiday and thematic 
celebrations and partnering with local artists and artistic groups. Each concert series presents 2-3 
performances around Chester County and beyond, reaching hundreds of audience members at each 
concert. 
 
Celebrating the 250th anniversary of the United States, the Chesco Pops will present two concert series 
highlighting American music meant to inspire and uplift during its 2026 season. First is the spring concert 
series “American Landscapes” on March 20 at 7:30 PM at Collegium Performing Arts Center and March 
22 at 3:00 PM at Phoenixville Middle School. The Pops will perform favorite American works by John 
Williams, Leonard Bernstein, Leroy Anderson, and more. Concert highlights include the favorite 
Symphonic Dances from West Side Story. 
 
The Chesco Pops is thrilled to present Ellis Island: The Dream of America next as its summer concert 
series on July 12 at 3:00 PM at Immaculata University. This moving multi-media orchestral work 
composed by Peter Boyer includes projected images and first-person narrations of historical letters from 
seven immigrants who entered Ellis Island between 1910 and 1940. Concert highlights include a new 
rendition of America the Beautiful arranged by Joseph Lorini, Composer-in-Residence, that will premiere 
at the performance. 
 
Budget 
Musicians​ $8,500 
Music Rights​ $1,300 
Actors​ ​ $1,400 
Videos​​ $   500 
Total ​ ​ $11,700 
 
Goals and Impact 
The impact of the Chesco Pops’s Ellis Island: The Dream of America summer concert series will be 
demonstrated by the: 

●​ Number of individuals who attend the performances; 
●​ Positive feedback we receive from audiences; 



●​ Traffic to our website and social media engagement; and, 
●​ Local press/earned media. 

 
Participation in the national celebration of the 250th anniversary of the signing of the Declaration of 
Independence will also be a wonderful opportunity for increased awareness of and interest in the 
Chesco Pops. This will help the organization to continue to grow its audiences and supporters for the 
future. 



〆‾、、

/へ

工脚A轟　音最EV圏聞プR S圏閥I工⊂E

P. °. BOX　2与08

Cエ関c二口調珊, o櫨　4520工

。。亡。:仙6212007

珊　C置長張冒ER COロRTY∴POPS ORa証書Sm

C/O N|RO重なOS　重富SOUROS

Po BoX　560　17　剛’細工闘ER　容で

帆E重富　c隅田S富里R. PA　19381-0000

由れP|oyer rdentification muⅢlber :

20-2与1与3S3

D細評:

17o与3170048o37

Coロtact∴Pergo皿:

棚容　C　虞o雷S冒BR

Contact富e|ephone m】量れber :

(877) 829-5与00

Accounting period Ending :

DEぐ電動甘藍R　31

P葛賞blicく聾はエity sta亡us:

宣70(b) (1) (A) (Vi)

Fom 990 Required;

YES

Effective Date of 】霊〔eI甲tion:

動員Rcは　2宣. 200与

Contribution DeducCibility :

瞥E容

エD禅　31116

Dear神Pl土can七:

We are p|eaged to血竃orm you that upo鶴reviev of your aI押1ication for∴tax

e粕xpt StatuS We have dete同山ed亡hat you are exeIIPt from Federal i皿come tax

under secCion 501(c) (3) of the暮れtemal Rev印me Qode. Co虹riI議tions∴to you are

deductib|e under∴SeCtion 17O of the Code. rm are a|so qualified to receive

tax deduct虹丸e bequeBt6. devi皐eさ, 'tranSfers or gi童七s l皿der∴geCtion 2O55. 2106

Or 2522 of the Code. Becauge this letter cou|d help reso|ve any quegtions

regarding your exe重町t StatuS. ・ yOu Shou|d keep it in your perI鴨皿eロt∴records.

Organizations exe『PC underl魯eCtion 5Ol(C) (3) of t.he Code are furt血er classified

as∴either pub|ic c血arities or private foundaLCionB. We det.e珊ined that you are

a pub|ic charity under the Code section(S) |igted iI]. the beading of this

le亡もe章.

P|ease see enc|osedエnfo富maLtioロfor Exerpt Organiza亡iong∴U血der Section

501 (C) (3) for some helpfu| info皿tion about your responsibilities as an exenpt

o呵強心za亡io孤.

重e亡亡er∴ 947 (Do/cG)



r　　　　彊鰹c嶋田細電R c○口調で曹音PoPS o京口彊S恥

We have∴Sent a COPy Of this letter∴to your representative as indicated in your

POWer Of attorney.

Sincere|y,

最obert∴Choi

Director.園〔e〇回Pt Or9anizations

mlings a田d Agreeme聾ts

Enc|osures: 1nfo鵬tion for O重gaI止zation8 Exempt U血der Section 501 (C) (3)

重e亡仁e暮　9亀了(DO/CG)

了へ


