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 LET FREEDOM RING & DARE TO DECLARE FUNDING REQUEST 
AMERICA250 GRANT APPLICATION FORM (AS  OF 4/9/26-FINAL FUNDING REQUESTS) 
CHESTER COUNTY COMMUNITY FOUNDATION   
An electronic version of this application is available at https://cccf250.org/planning/ 
Contact Information 
Contact Person Name:  Nancy S. Widdoes, Supervisor 
Organization Name:   Franklin Township, Chester County, PA 
Address:   20 Municipal Lane, P.O. Box 118, Kemblesville, PA 19347		 
Phone:   302-518-8105	 
Email:     nwiddoes@franklintownship.us       
Website: www.franklintownship.us	 
Year Incorporated:   1853 
FEIN #:  23-2173368 
Note: Please attach a copy of your 501c3 letter with this request. Per IRS regulations, grants can be awarded to nonprofit charities and municipalities, but NOT individuals nor businesses. 
 
Organization Field of Interest  
	 
	Arts, Culture, Heritage 
	 
	Environment, Animals 
	 
	 
	Education, Library 

	 
	Health & Human Services             
	 
	Social Justice, Civil Rights 
	 
	 
	Religion 

	X 
	Municipality/Governmental 
	 
	If other, please describe: 


 
	A lot 
	Some 
	A little 
	 

	     X 
	 
	 
	This inspires & engages a wide array of people in commemoration of America’s founding with our Revolutionary Declaration of Independence.  

	     X 
	 
	 
	This connects Chester County’s stories to the nation’s past, present & future. 

	 
     X 
	 
	 
	This commemoration is truly by the people, for all people. We invite wide input & welcome all to actively participate. 

	     
     X 
	 
	 
	This examines & fosters fundamental rights of Life, Liberty & the Pursuit of Happiness for All. 

	 
	X 
	 
	We zoom in to CCCF250 planning meetings to share information & ideas. 

	Date: 
	04-15-2026 
	 
	 We plan to include a Dare to Declare reading of the Declaration of Independence. YES 


 
Amount Requested from the Community Foundation:  
	 
	$250 
	 
	$500 
	 
	$1,250 
	X 
	$2,250 
	 
	$5,250 


 
Please BRIEFLY describe how this funding will help your programs, services, activities and/or events to celebrate and commemorate the 250th anniversary of our nation’s Declaration of Independence, and our continuing journey toward liberty and justice for all. Include any details about Dare to Declare readings of the Declaration of Independence – especially date/time/place. 
What are you doing? When? Who will it impact? What difference do you aim to make?  
What will it cost overall? Who are you partnering & coordinating with? 
 
Please e-mail this grant request with your 501c3 letter to  grants@chescocf.org 
Let Freedom Ring & Dare to Declare grant decisions are made weekly.   
Questions?  Contact Grants Officer Paige Mardsen (610) 696-8211 grants@chescocf.org  
For Good. For All. Forever.   
 
LET FREEDOM RING & DARE TO DECLARE FUNDING REQUEST 
TO THE CHESTER COUNTY COMMUNITY FOUNDATION (CCC250) 
FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP, CHESTER COUNTY, PA ON APRIL 15, 2026 
  
Franklin Township, Chester County, PA is very pleased to submit this request for Let Freedom Ring and Dare to Declare funding to help us deliver our Franklin Township America 250 Celebration for our community.  We are a small township with very limited discretionary funds available to host a community event, however our Board of Supervisors determined on April 6, 2026 that it is very important to commemorate the founding of our nation with a once-in-a-lifetime celebration that families and children will enjoy, value and long remember.  Our Franklin Township America250 Celebration event will be held on September 12, 2026, (11:00am – 2:00 pm) when good weather can generally be relied upon.  We anticipate that between 500 and 600 people will attend.  Crossan Park will be the site of our event and can easily accommodate all the planned activities.  All event activities are intended to engage the people who attend, particularly children and their families, in celebrating our country’s 250th birthday! 

ADVERTISING: While not expected to be a large expense, advertising this event will require some funds and will be worth every penny as we seek to engage as many people in our community as possible.  We plan to use the township website, facebook page, posters in neighborhoods, email blast and the purchase of facebook ads to extend our reach to the community.

PLANT AND SEED SWAP: The event’s activities will begin with a community favorite, a resident-to-resident plant and seed swap at the entry grounds of the park. Native plants and seeds as well as American heritage seeds will be available as give-aways and our local plant experts will be on hand to talk with attendees about how best to plant and care for the plants and seeds they select. One of our Supervisors is a well credentialed herbalist, if available, will have a selection of herb plants and seeds to offer along with expert advice.  

AMERICA’S 250TH BIRTHDAY PARADE: There will be patriotic music to welcome attendees as they enter the general park area.  Children and families will gather at a pavilion to decorate themselves with temporary tattoos and hats and then decorate their bicycles, tricycles and/or wagons with red, white and blue pinwheels, crepe paper, liberty bells, and flags, then participate in the AMERICA’S BIRTHDAY PARADE accompanied by all-American favorite march music.  Hopefully our high school marching band members will provide march music. We also are hoping to have a series of historical American, Chester County and other flags (replicas) to lead the parade.  

DARE TO DECLARE:   This is a core component of our event.  With warm-up patriotic music as the crowd gathers, our readers will take the patriotically decorated stage.  A Ben Franklin impersonator will join them (not yet confirmed, awaiting sponsorship funds).  Together they will read aloud the Declaration of Independence, voices boosted by a sound system for all to hear.  Our plan is to enlist the members of our high school’s drama and theater clubs to participate so that young people will be the ones to read aloud the sections of the declaration.  Attendees who are so moved may speak the lines as well.  There will be a large banner, an oversized copy of the Declaration of Independence, as a banner backdrop.  At the close of the reading, there will be a call (by Ben Franklin impersonator or highest ranking public official present) to come up and sign the Declaration of Independence, so that attendees may demonstrate their support for the principles on which our nation was founded. Smaller, still large copies will also be available to be signed, thus avoiding a very long line.  Those may later be displayed at our local public library or the township office.  
 Thank you Paige for the update.  
MONUMENT DEDICATION:  Following the Dare to Declare reading, there will be the dedication of a monument to veterans from our township.   A local quarry had dedicated an in-kind contribution valued at least $2,000, of two very large boulders that will comprise the memorial to our local veterans.  One of our board members works for an energy company which is donating the cost of the memorial plaques, estimated to cost under $2,000.  

MEMENTOES, including commemorative dimes from the U.S Mint (affixed on cardstock with the township’s logo and event date) and the hand-held copy of the Declaration of Independence we anticipate receiving from the America250PA outreach team.  Depending on the stock available, copies of the Constitution from our U.S. Representatives and/or the National Constitution Center will be obtained to be available upon request from the attendees if quantities are limited, otherwise they’ll be another handout for all.  Finally we’ll purchase polaroid/instant cameras and film to make it possible for volunteers to staff a ‘photo booth’ at the Wish Wall and at one of the two park pavilions for ‘Photos with Ben.’   

A WISH WALL:  The Wish Wall will be placed on a well-traveled paved path at the event so that attendees can write down their wish for America’s 250th Birthday.  We’ve registered with the Civic Season, the organization which is sponsoring the wish walls.  We will print 400-500 of the postcard-sized cards from their selection of artwork developed for this activity (#11, the bilingual design, is our favorite!). Birthday wishes will be posted (after a one-person review to ensure appropriateness of the wish) for all to see. 

VENDORS: No community event is complete without good food and beverage trucks, particularly since the proposed event will occur mid-day (11:00 am – 2:00pm).  Fortunately, our community has excellent food and beverage trucks on which we may rely. 

HISTORICAL AND CULTURAL BOOTHS (no fees charged) with learning opportunities will be located around the community baseball field in Crossan Park to ensure level footing and room for all.  Booths will feature cultural and historical areas, an assemblage led by Paul Lagrasse who is a member of the township’s Historical and Cultural Committee. One booth will feature a University of Delaware professor who has just authored a book on White Clay Creek State Park and White Clay Creek Preserve which will be available for signing and for sale. It is anticipated that the following organizations will have a booth or representative available to speak with the public at the event: The Elk Creeks Watershed Association, The Fair Hill Natural Resources Management Area, Friends of White Clay Creek Preserve, Friends of White Clay Creek State Park, the White Clay Creek Watershed Association, the Tri-State Bird Rescue and Chester County Parks Office.  Additionally, we hope to have the following join us as well: the West Grove museum, the Back in Time Museum, Jack Hill (an author of books on local railroads) and the Franklin Township Historical Commission. 

ARTS AND CRAFTS VENDORS will be invited to participate, with a fee of $25.00 per booth which will help to financially support the event with about $500 revenue anticipated.  There will also be a township booth to collect information on those who are looking to volunteer for township activities and get specifics on what types of volunteering interest them most.  With township funds so short, we will need to rely on volunteers to do some of the work in the township to keep our parks and trails in shape and help out with educational activities (stories in the park for young children, a collaboration with the local library, evening star gazing, again in collaboration with our local library).  It is anticipated that a blacksmith will participate, having a booth and demonstrating his skills.  Gardening and seed/plant swaps are other educational opportunities our residents value.  We have only three staff on board in our township who work many hours, including those unpaid, to help with events.  It’s important to use an event like this to recruit others to help us out with all the township work that needs doing.  
 
BEN FRANKLIN IMPERSONATORS: We aim to engage one or more Ben Franklin impersonators who will be paid to participate in our event.  One may have a particular interest in demonstrating some of the science experiments Mr. Franklin pursued.  Another ‘Ben’ will walk about the crowd, talking with attendees, participating in the reading of the Declaration of Independence and being available for photo booths.  We plan to use polaroid cameras and film so that the photos can be mementos to take away.   
 
FIRE MUSTER: Along with Dare to Declare, Fire Muster is a core component of our event.  Our two local fire departments (confirmed) will bring equipment to show off and let children explore.  The departments will then compete against each other in variety of fun skill challenges to include bucket brigades, hose roll out, water battle where a barrel is pushed along by water streams.  Later, firefighters will talk with attendees about the best fire prevention methods to use in their homes and yards and the EMS crews will be available to answer questions. It’ll be a great opportunity for members of our community to get to know those who are our first responders and develop positive relationships. 

Face Painting, a tree planting, a time capsule burial and an antique car show round out the activities that will run through out the event. A Hayride is another activity we hope to include, as the children just love it.  A local farmer often volunteers to pull his hay wagon with his tractor, making the rides a memorable activity for children and their families. 

PARTNERSHIPS: The Franklin Township Board of Supervisors (event planning committee designee Nancy Widdoes, newly elected in 2025) and the Franklin Township’s Historical Commission (event planning committee designee Paul Lagasse) are the lead partners in the township’s America250 Celebration.  Local business partners will donate treats such as water bottles and potato chips. Several local businesses are expected to donate funds (in amounts between $50 and $500) to support the event. Our local food and beverage truck providers are valued members of our community and will participate in the event. Local museums, the University of Delaware and local clubs (e.g. Franklin Hunters Society) will also partner with us to make the event a success. Knowledgeable Ben Franklin impersonators will make his story come alive at the event.  And, of course, our fervent hope is that the Chester County Community Foundation cc250 fund will partner with us by providing the funds without which we would not be able to deliver this important township celebration of the founding of our nation 250 years ago.  We aim to bring history to life for our community!  We’ll join other America250 celebrants across state of Pennsylvania and across the nation in recognizing this important milestone.  Not least on our list of partners are the members of our community who will participate, enjoying themselves at our nation’s 250th birthday party while learning more about our country’s principles and values as outlined in our Declaration of Independence. 

SANITATION: There is a brick building which houses two bathrooms and a utility area with a sink and cleaning space.  In addition, there is a local sanitation company which, in the past, has donated porta-potties (plenty) so that the restroom needs of attendees may be met. 
 
 
ESTIMATED FRANLIN TOWNSHIP AMERICA250 CELEBRATION EVENT BUDGET:   
	SPONSORS  
(income)
	 
	 
VENDORS     (income)  
	
	EXPENSES   
	 

	Local Area Businesses’  Donations 
	$3,500 
	@ 20 at $25 
	$500.00 
	food for volunteers  
	    $750.00 

	Value of Business contributions (water) 
	$500  
	 
	 
	Supplies for activities  
	$1,000.00 

	Franklin Township  
	$100
	 
	 
	Banners/ signs /Advertising 
	$1,700.00 

	$2,250 (CCCF CC250) 
Request pending
	$2250  
	 
	 
	Ben Franklin Impersonators  
	$1,000.00 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	Audio System  
	$1,000.00 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	Post event cleanup  
	$1,500.00 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 TOTAL
	$6,350
	 
	$500.00 
	 
	$6,950.00 


 
 
  For Good. For All. Forever.   

  
  
HOW DO WE DEFINE EVENT SUCCESS? 
· 500 or more people participate in the event 
· 25 or more birthday wishes are posted to the Wish Wall  
· 50 or more sign one of the copies of the Declaration of Independence,        affirming the nation’s founding principles and values.  
· 20 or more vendors participate to offer a broad array of items to interest attendees  
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   Arts, Culture,   Heritage       Environment,   Animals          Education,   Library    

   Health & Human  Services                   Social Justice, Civil Rights          Religion    

X    Municipality/Governmental       If other, please describe:    

   

A lot    Some    A little       

      X          This inspires & engages a   wide   array   of   people   in commemoration of America’s  founding   with our Revolutionary Declaration of   Independence.      

      X          This   connects Chester County’s stories to the nation’s past, present & future .    

          X          This commemoration is   truly by the people, for all people.   We   invite   wide  input   &   welcome   all to   actively   participate.    

              X          This examines & fosters   fundamental rights of Life, Liberty   &   the Pursuit of Happiness  for All.    

   X       We zoom in to   CCCF250   planning meetings to share information   &   ideas.    

Date:    04 - 15 - 2026         We plan to include a Dare to Declare reading of the Declaration of Independence.   YES    

    Amount   Requested from the Community Foundation:     

   $250       $500       $1,250    X    $2,250       $5,250    

    Please   BRIEFLY   describe   how this funding will help your   programs, services,   activities   and/or  events to   celebrate and commemorate the 250 th   anniversary of   our nation’s Declaration of 

